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The new year started off drier than 

our soaking December. Citizens of Noe 

gratefully grabbed a seat at the 24th 

Street parklets or the Town Square 

where there’ll soon be yoga, music and 

dancing. 

 

¿Dónde Estå Mazook? 
 

This January edition allows Voice 

reporters, editors, columnists and the 

Crossword to take an additional break 

while the creative writers of our nabe 

showcase their wares. We’ll do the same 

again in August. 

It’s appropriate at this time to 

acknowledge some of the creative people 

that make this neighborhood so unique. 

Elizabeth Dekker and her Art Haus at 

3977 24th Street showcases her wonder-

ful paintings and mixed media. Art Haus 

also features art classes for kids and kids 

at heart.  

Almost across the street at 3980 24th, 

artist and craftsman Basil Racuk creates 

one of a kind fashions and accessories 

from leather and silk and more.  

 

How About a Warmup? 
 

Didja eat yet? Noe Valley is the perfect 

place for nourishing fare— known for 

decades for the best coffee and bagels. 

Now you can count in Shari’s Dumpling 

Kitchen at 3913 24th Street. It joins 

Firefly,NOVY (I’m on my 79th Chicken 

Wrap) and Mr. Digby’s (best burger ever) 

in insuring we’re fortified for Spring 

 

Words About Our Sponsors 
 

Those who buy and sell property in 

Noe Valley have excellent agents ready to 

assist them. In addition to geting the best 

deal for your dollar, many of them sup-

port the Voice through advertising. Thank 

you Rachel Swann, Jessica Branson, 

Claudia Siegel, Danielle Lazier, Stefano 

DeZereg, Hugh Groocock, Lamisse 

Droubi and the entire team at Corcoran 

Icon. They and many other small busi-

nesses enable the level of professionalism 

that makes The Noe Valley Voice the best 

newspaper of its kind. 

And a belated Happy Birthday to our 

premier kids store Small Frys at 3985 

24th Street. They celebrated 40 years in 

business in 2024.   
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• Grace D’Anca •   
 
  Buttons 

 
Ancient royal blue tin 

yellow roses almost worn away 

dented top hard to open 

buttons scattered 

into the linen closet 

among line dry scented sheets 

my mother would apply  

hospital-cornered. 

 

Tiny cocoa-colored buttons  

my grandmother covered for her   

hand-made peau de soie dress I  

would resurrect decades later 

 

along with Bakelite buttons 

shaped like mountains 

snipped from dark wool coats 

too shabby to wear  

wool repurposed in braided rugs 

shipped across the country 

along with the cherry rocker 

rescued from frozen winter rafters. 

 

Blue buttons  

all hues, forms, functions 

origin unknown 

I cannot part with 

stashed now in the secret space  

behind the O’Keefe and Merritt  

stove 

the door hard to open without a  

plyers. 

 

I wait and know 

the time will come 

for them. 

 

 

 

 
 

More poetry  
by Grace D’Anca  

on page 7 

 
 
 

Elizabeth Dekker  Sports the Classic American Denim jacket made by Basil Racuk.

 
Since 1977 

The Newspaper by and for Noe Valley and San Francisco 
 

The Noe Valley Voice 
 

You can support us by signing up for affordable advertising in our pages. 
 

Call Pat Rose at 415.608.7634 
or email her: patrose@noevalleyvoice.com 

 
Thank You! 

Photo by Jack Tipple
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“Be willing to do whatever 

 it takes to be a warrior 

 for your own health.” 
— Jan Mundo

Dr. Nina Campagna NMD 

Naturopathic Medical Doctor

 

Take Control of Your Health Future 
with 

 
Dr. Nina Campagna NMD 

Naturopathic Medical Doctor

 My areas of expertise include:  
 
•  Female & Male Hormone Balancing  
•  Longevity Medicine 
•  Thyroid issues 
•  Sustainable Weight Management 
•  Chronic Fatigue  
•  Gastro-Intestinal Conditions 

 
 

 
  I offer all potential new patients  
  a complimentary 15 minute  
  Health Coordination Appointment  
  by phone so you can find out  
  more about my approach and  
  determine if working together  
  is a match. 

  415.879.9340  •  DrNina@DrNinaCampagna.com  •  www.doctor-nina.com

Naturopathic Medicine addresses the root causes of your health  

challenges and utilizes natural therapies to restore your vitality.

WholeFamilyMD

Dr. Sanger is a Yale/UCSF-trained 
internal medicine doctor with a 

background in data science and a focus 
on maximizing healthspan in an 

integrative concierge medicine setting.

Please contact our o�ce to schedule a 
complimentary meet and greet. 

1286 Sanchez St in Noe Valley

415.642.0333
inquiry@wholefamilymd.org

Please welcome our newest physician, 
Patrick Sanger, MD, PhD We don’t just talk the talk, we walk the walk.

Our care is one-of-a kind.
We don't just treat symptoms. 
We treat your child from the inside out.

We find the right remedy.
We gladly offer safe alternatives 
to antibiotics when appropriate.

We offer house calls.
Kids don’t come with manuals. 
Let us be your village.

We’re always here. 
Your GetzWell provider is available 
24/7. Just call or email. We’ll answer.

We are what we eat.
We believe nutrition and functional
medicine are powerful ingredients 
for growing kids.

415.826.1701
GETZWELL.COM 

1701 CHURCH ST & 
1800 UNION ST
SAN FRANCISCO

mailto:DrNina@DrNinaCampagna.com
https://www.doctor-nina.com
mailto:inquiry@whilefamilymd.org
https://getzwell.com
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COMPASS is a licensed real estate broker (01991628) in the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only. Information is compiled from sources deemed reliable but is subject 

to errors, omissions, changes in price, condition, sale, or withdraw without notice. Stats based on 2024 MLS SFH data.
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HAPPY NEW YEAR! WORK WITH THE BEST in 2025

JESS ICA BRANSON
415.341.7177 / JESSICA@JESSICABRANSON.COM

CA LICENSE #01729408

D ISCOVER MORE
JESSICABRANSON.COM FOR LISTINGS, NEWSLETTER & MORE

@JESSICABRANSONREALESTATE ON

NOEVALLEYMASTERPIECE.COM
RECEIVED MULTIPLE OFFERS
SOLD FOR $4,800,000
AT $600K+ OVER ASKING

https://jessicabranson.com
https://instagram.com/jessicabransonrealestate
mailto:jessica@jessicabranson.com
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Getting Around in Noe 
 
Editor:  
I have seen several articles about the 
addition of stop signs, moving the J 
Church stops and the danger to pedes-
trians trying to navigate the traffic may-
hem on Church Street. 
 
Driving Church street from 30th to 
21st, the amount of traffic, the uneven 
pavement and "pits" around the street-
car line, beg the question as to why 
Sanchez is still allowed to be a "slow 
street."  The sidewalk on both sides of 
Sanchez is wide.  The road is much 
smoother than Church.  
 
Sanchez is a street that goes across 
town and must be re-opened to traffic,  
Church street cannot handle the current 
volume, Sanchez is flat while Dolores 
is a series of hills.  If speed is an issue, 
speed bumps can be added to slow cars 
down. 
 
It is only common sense that another 
through street is needed to alleviate the 
congestion on Church Street.  It is time 
to open Sanchez Street to thru traffic. 
 
Thank you, 
Michele Nihipali 
Born, raised in San Francisco, grew up 
on Laidley St.   
 
 
More Wag, Less Bite 
 
Editor: 
I was jogging along the sidewalk on 
Castro next to the Lick middle school 
last week.  As I passed a gentleman 
walking his dog quietly on a leash, the 
dog lunged 3-4 ft to bite me on the back 
of my thigh. I didn't have a phone with 
me, but I pointed out I had been bit, and 
had I been a four year old, the situation 
would have been a disaster for all.  
Dogs need to be walked, but owner 
responsibility is also required.  It would 
be a good idea to start reporting the 
number of dog bits per month in the 
Voice. It is important data, as is crime 
activity.  
 
Thanks, 
Jerel Glassman 
22nd St. 
 
 
 
City College Journalism 
 
Editor: 
The Spring 2025 semester kicks-off on 
January 13. Check out the journalism 
courses offered. If you are a San 
Francisco resident, tuition is FREE! We 
also offer a late start course in Copy 
Editing. The course begins January 30 
at the Mission Campus in Room 217 
from 6:10-9:25 p.m. on Thursdays only. 
The department also offers 18-unit cer-
tificates in Data & Multimedia 
Journalism, Photojournalism, 
Newspaper Production, and 
Entrepreneurship in Journalism. Before 
signing up for a course, one needs to 
register as a student. Go to the college 
website at ccsf.edu. If you have ques-
tions, call Department Chair Juan 
Gonzales at 415-517-4426. I hope to 
hear from you soon!  
 
Juan Gonzales 
City College 

THE NOE VALLEY VOICE 
P.O. Box 460249 

San Francisco, CA 94146 
www.noevalleyvoice.com 

The Noe Valley Voice is an independent 
news paper published in San Francisco. It 

is distributed free in Noe Valley and vicinity 
during the first week of the month. 
Subscriptions are available at $40 per year 
($35 for seniors) by writing to the above 
address. 

The Voice welcomes your letters, photos, and 
stories, particularly on topics relating to Noe 
Valley. All items should include your name and 
contact information, and may be edited for 
brevity or clarity. (Unsigned letters will not be 
considered for publication.) Unsolicited contri-
butions will be returned only if accompanied by 
a self-addressed, stamped envelope. 

The Noe Valley Voice is a member of the San 
Francisco Neighborhood Newspaper 
Association. 

Email: Editor@noevalleyvoice.com  
or Sally@noevalleyvoice.com 

Website: www.noevalleyvoice.com 
Distribution: Call Jack, 415-385-4569 

Display Advertising: Call Pat, 415-608-7634,  
or email PatRose@noevalleyvoice.com 

Display Advertising Deadline for the  
February 2026 Issue: Jan. 20, 2025 
Editorial Deadline: Jan. 15, 2025 

CO-PUBLISHERS/EDITORS 
Sally Smith, Jack Tipple 

CONTRIBUTING WRITERS AND EDITORS 
Corrie M. Anders, Associate Editor 

Matthew S. Bajko, Owen  Baker-Flynn,  
Karol Barske, Michael Blake,  

 Kit Cameron, Chris Faust, Roger Rubin 
CONTRIBUTING PHOTOGRAPHERS 

Art Bodner, Pamela Gerard, Najib Joe Hakim, 
Charles Kennard, Beverly Tharp  

ACCOUNTING 
Jennifer O. Viereck 

PRODUCTION 
Jack Tipple, André Thélémaque 

DISTRIBUTION 
Jack Tipple  
WEB GURU 

Jon Elkin 
ADVERTISING SALES 
Pat Rose, Jack Tipple 

P R I N T E D  O N  R E C Y C L E D  PA P E R  
Contents � 2024 The Noe Valley Voice

LETTERS  
73 CENTS

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WHO TO CALL AT CITY HALL NVV 12/2024 
San Francisco Information Line  www.sf311.org. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 311 or 415-701-2311 
Burned-Out Streetlights, city owned (wooden poles call PG&E). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 311 
District 8 Supervisor Rafael Mandelman, mandelmanstaff@sfgov.org . . . . . . 415-554-6968 
District 8 Community Safety Liaison . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dave.Burke@sfgov.org 
Graffiti Removal, Tree Removal, Street Cleaning (DPW) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 415-695-2017 
Homeless Services  Street Outreach Services (SOS) medical care . . . . . . . . . . 415-355-2250 
Lost or Injured Animals  Animal Care and Control . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 415-554-6364 
Mayor’s Office of Neighborhood Services  sfmayor.org . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 415-554-7111 
NERT (SFFD Neighborhood Emergency Response Teams) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 415-970-2024 
Parking Enforcement (blocked driveway)  DPT Dispatch . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 415-553-1200 
PG&E  Gas or electrical issues . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1-800-743-5000 
Pothole Repairs  potholes@sfdpw.org . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 415-554-5810 
Recycling Recology San Francisco (free pickup bulky items) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 415-330-1300 
Rent Board San Francisco phone counseling . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 415-252-4600 
Sewer Problems, Overflows . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 415-695-2096 

SFMTA or Muni Call 311 or email MTABoard@sfmta.com. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 415-701-2311 
Tree Planting urbanforestry@sfdpw.org . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 415-554-6700 
24th Street Community Benefit District (Noe Valley Association) . . . . . . . . . . 415-519-0093 
Water Leaks, Water Pressure . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 415-554-3289 

“Never go to bed mad. Stay up and fight.” 

―Phyllis Diller, comedian and actor (1917–2012)

Writers!

We’d love to see your work in the next  

Noe Valley Voice bi-annual Literary issue this 

August. 

 

Your essays, poems and short fiction deserve 

to be shown to the thousands of  Voice 

readers.  

 

Email your work to 

editor@noevalleyvoice.com and include a 

short biography. MS Word format preferred. 

 

The word limit for essays and short fiction is 

750. Submit no more than three poems 

please. 

 

Deadline is July 15, 2025 

(but earlier is better). 

 

 

Thank You for helping us to  

 

Raise the Words! 

CHARLES SPIEGEL ATTORNEY 
Mediation & Consensual Dispute Resolution Only

CharlesSpiegelLaw.com • CharlesSpiegelLaw@gmail.com 
1102 Sanchez St. • SF, CA 94114 • 415.644.4555

Email for Information on: 

Pre & Post Marital Planning & Agreements 
Divorce Options Workshops 

Action-SF.com  ActionSFTeam@gmail.com 
Attend Our Post Election Events Feb. 4 & March 4

• Jan Masaoka • 

Jan Masaoka has Ilived on 

Alvarado St for 39 years. In this 

time she’s read every issue of the 

The Noe Valley Voice from cover 

to cover.

Wild Fennel 
 

Wild Fennel 

 

Wild fennel grows where others don't 

In sandy soil, in sun or shade 

Wild fennel thrives when others 

won’t— 

Its foliage delicate, yet unafraid. 

 

Sometimes bitter; more often sweet 

Sometimes unruly; at other times,  

confined 

Seldom admitting either error or 

defeat, 

Its victory its blossoms: glorious, yet 

refined. 

 

We knew not then what lay in store— 

Wild fennel doesn’t grow here any-

more. 

 

https://CharlesSpiegelLaw.com
mailto:CharlesSpiegelLaw@gmail.com
mailto:ActionSFTeam@gmail.com
https://Action-SF.com
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HAPPY NEW YEARHAPPY NEW YEAR
Special Thanks To

Noe Valley BakeryNoe Valley Bakery
Subs IncSubs Inc
Casa MexicanaCasa Mexicana
Noe Valley WineNoe Valley Wine
ShopShop
Best CleanersBest Cleaners
Easy BreezyEasy Breezy
Whole FoodsWhole Foods

THE SWANN GROUPTHE SWANN GROUP
Thank you toThank you to                                                                                    andand
her team Drew, Brian, Bryant, Rachel H,her team Drew, Brian, Bryant, Rachel H,
and Jayson for 8 years of service to theand Jayson for 8 years of service to the
Noe Valley Merchants & ProfessionalsNoe Valley Merchants & Professionals
Association. Your inspiration andAssociation. Your inspiration and
creativity have led us through some ofcreativity have led us through some of
our darkest times to the brightness onour darkest times to the brightness on
the other side. Thank you for yourthe other side. Thank you for your
leadership and commitment to Noeleadership and commitment to Noe
Valley and the success of the businessValley and the success of the business
community.community.

Rachel SwannRachel Swann

3861 24TH ST, SAN FRANCISCO, CA

Bernie’s CoffeeBernie’s Coffee
Martha’s CoffeeMartha’s Coffee  
Dubliner BarDubliner Bar
Eric AlexandersonEric Alexanderson
Wells FargoWells Fargo  
Noe Valley TownNoe Valley Town
SquareSquare

A special thanks to these businessesA special thanks to these businesses
that plug those lights in all year.that plug those lights in all year.
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www.stpaulschoolsf.org

OPEN HOUSE
Established in 1916 by St. Paul's Catholic Parish

1690 Church Street, San Francisco
(415) 648 - 2055
info@stpaulschoolsf.org

REGISTER TODAY! 

ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE

DIVERSE COMMUNITY

ENRICHMENT PROGRAMS

SMALL CLASS SIZES

Explore classrooms and speak
with our community to learn
more about our wonderful 
K-8th grade program.

NOW ENROLLING
GRADES K-8

SUNDAY

JAN 28
11 AM - 12:30 PM

665 Elizabeth St, San Francisco, CA 94114
saintphilipschool.org | (415) 824-8467

NOW ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS for TK-8!
School tours are offered on Wednesday. 

Call our office or check our website to schedule!

MARK YOUR CALENDARS:
Middle School Open House: 

Catholic Schools Week Open House: 
Thursday January 16 from 6:30pm-7:30pm

Sunday January 26  from 9:00am-10:15am

Children’s Day School 
just built a new Early 

Childhood center! 
Created with input 

from our students, the 
new center gives us 
more room for our 

popular inquiry- and 
play-based preschool and 

kindergarten. See how 
your child will grow into a 
courageous, kind, joyful, 
and curious learner who 

embraces difference, 
collaborates generously, 

and engages meaningfully 
in their community. 

Visit CDS today!

cds-sf.org
Preschool-Grade 8

333 & 601 Dolores Street

Discover 
CDS!

https://www.stpaulschoolsf.org
mailto:info@stpaulschoolsf.org
https://www.addaclevenger.org
https://cds-sf.org
https://saintphilipschool.org
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• Grace D’Anca •     

Grace D’Anca’s poetry has been featured in the Noe Valley Voice, Forum, Raquet Journal, 

Community Living Campaign journals, Elder Litquake publications, and also included in 

Deborah Slater Dance Theater’s In The Presence of Absence. She is also a member of Cosmic 

Elders and Drama With Friends theater ensembles, and of Dance Generators inter-age 

If I Could Go to The Olympics 

 

        

If I could go to the Olympics 

it might be summer 

when I had that record player 

in a green tweed plastic case 

when I played Born Too Late  

over and over 

 

if I went to the Olympics 

in summer it would be 

in the two-piece bathing suit 

my very first one. I would have perfected  

my high dive 

with the double somersault 

my nose plugs would not fall off 

my eyes would not smart 

from the jello blue water 

that would not stream 

from the bathing cap 

with the chin strap 

stinging my eyes shut 

 

it would be summer 

and I would not huddle 

in the dingy towel 

my mother crafted 

from her worn terry robe  

 

I would open my arms wide 

stilt up on my toes 

as if to fly 

powered by my beatific smile 

 

instead of wishing  

I could die 

in front of the cool kids 

from the private school  

 

if I could go to the Olympics 

it might be winter 

I would embellish 

my high-top skates  

with that milky white polish 

so unused bits coagulated 

on the ribs of the bottle neck 

cold from the storage closet 

 

I would save my allowance 

to have those skates sharpened 

at the shoe repair  

next to the pizza parlor 

I would beg Aunt Emma  

a spinster who t 

took care of priests 

to make me red and white 

pom poms to dance 

off the ends of my laces 

 

I would plead with my mother  

to let me wear my old  

tap dance costume 

royal blue 

with silver sequin swirls  

 

I would perfect my 

shoot the duck 

and toe dance sprint 

across the mirror of ice 

I might even wear  

some lipstick and rouge 

 

I would be spectacular 

that little gal 
from Minnesota 

announcers would say 

 

If I could go to the Olympics 

it would be in winter  

if only my mother didn’t call me 

by my real name 

from across the rink 

just as the street-lights came on 

 

just as I perfected my routine 

and was ready for the roses 

my mother called me 

by my real name 

Come in  
daddy will be home for dinner 
soon she would say.  

 

 

House of Memory 

 

 

I speak of the oval oak desk 

that squeaks on wooden wheels 

in the corner  

next to the fireplace 

we never used 

 

I speak of the scent  

of LePage glue 

fossilized in the drawer 

in the desk 

in that corner 

next to the black horse 

hair rocker with no arms 

 

I speak of my father 

when he snapped  

the carved wood fru fru 

atop the back of that chair 

raging in Sicilian 

 

I speak of my mother 

tsk tsk tsking 

at his anger 

how this 

comforted me 

 

I speak of phone jams 

on Saturday nights  

in junior high 

sitting at that desk 

with light only  

from the tarnished brass 

lamp, longing 

to belong 

 

I speak of wishing 

we had a party line 

like Marilee up the block 

she said she listened  

to grown-up calls 

she had brothers 

she was the one 

who washed the dishes 

the brothers did not 

 

she made her first cake  

with her mother 

on a Saturday afternoon 

when she was nine 

 

her mother taught Catechism 

was a convert  

Lutheran before  

had chin hairs 

and thought she was 

always right 

 

I speak of the dark wood table 

with flower decals sitting  

along the back wall of the basement 

lost to the house sale when 

my father moved to me 

across the country  

 

I speak of the trinkets 

in the old Fannie Farmer box 

in the linen closet 

tucked between starchy sheets 

and stiff towels, impeccably 

folded by my nurse mother’s 

sandpapery fingers 

 

I speak of the cats still adoring 

of me after tossing them 

down the laundry chute  

into my old bassinette 

filled with dirty laundry 

when I was six or seven 

 

I speak of waking and walking 

through that house of memory 

as it used to be. 
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We’re partying like its 1993! (Our original opening) 

Now open for indoor and outdoor dining,  
Tues-Sat 5:30-8:30 

fireflysf.com/reservations 

 
Open for Indoor and Outdoor Dining 

Tues. - Sat. 5:30 - 8:30 
 

fireflysf.com/reservations 
 

4288 24th St.  •   San Francisco   •   415.821.7652 
 

Fireflysf.com 

January Sunset from Gold Mine Hill.                         Photo by Sally Smith

https://Fireflysf.com
https://fireflysf.com/reservations
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• Jack Tipple •

Helen Marie Colgan 
3/10/55 — 7/18/24 

 

 

We met in Noe Valley and after marrying, 

lived on Sanchez and later Homestead 

Street. In July of last year, she died in Tulsa 

after a brief battle with an aggressive 

form of breast cancer. The chemotherapy 

was hard on her but she went through it, 

loving our son and extended family of 

friends as best she could. 

 

Her memorial gathered many—most of 

whom didn’t know her well, but were 

attracted to her cheerful and outgoing 

nature 

 

She loved coffee and could drink it all day 

and into the night. She claimed she could 

still sleep soundly. She hated cilantro, the 

Republican Party, and Hip-Hop. She was a 

rescuer of dogs. 

 

After an interview with actor Cary 

Grant, she went on stage and took the 

water glass he had used. 

 

Her gifts to me were always stylish and 

useful: a set of Pyrex nesting bowls—a 

woolen throw she brought from her trip 

to Ireland. 

 

She was as she said “born to be Mom” 

and her greatest joys came while raising 

our son Daniel. 

 

She cherished her Irish heritage, Irish 

dance, it’s land and people. She enjoyed 

an Irish coffee or two at The Dubliner 

when Vince Hogan owned it. 

She had moved to Tulsa, OK in recent 

years to be close to her sister Mary. We 

talked on the phone on occasion, mostly 

about Daniel and though we had 

divorced, we were friendly and coopera-

tive in continuing to care for our adult 

son.  

 

I sometimes teased that she should have 

been a cop due to her strongly 

expressed opinions about driving and 

other dvivers. But I still pay attention to 

the advice she gave about stopping 

behind another car in traffic: “Always be 

able to see their rear tires.” 

 

She lived in Baltimore when we met and 

fell in love. It was before email and the 

internet, so we wrote letters to each 

other. I was never happier to get the 

mail. 

 

The last time I took her hand was while 

leading her to the car after her cataract 

surgery. I cherish that moment of warmth 

and trust. 

 

Thinking of her now, I find it hard to 

believe she’s gone— to where I don’t 

know— and though I’ve experienced the 

deaths of family and friends before, hers 

has struck particularly hard.  

 

The world was richer when graced with 

her redwood colored hair and infectious 

smile. Those she touched will forever sing 

her praises.  

 

Goodbye dear Helen— until we meet 

again. 

Jack Tipple  is an artist working in 

pen and ink and is editor and co-

publisher of The Noe Valley Voice. He 

now lives in Mill Valley with his cat 

Freyja.

“good bones”
Real estate has a language all its own.

©2024 Corcoran Icon Properties. All rights reserved. Corcoran® and the Corcoran Logo are registered service marks owned by Corcoran Group LLC.  
Corcoran Icon Properties fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Each franchise is independently owned 
and operated.



10  The Noe Valley Voice • January 2025 

Follow us on Instagram: @noevalleypet
 www.NoeValleyPet.com   |   1451 Church Street   |   415.282 .7385

Cool collars, yummy 
treats, cozy beds, healthy 
food. We’re here for you!

3885a cesar chavez street (at church st) san francisco, ca 
phone: 415.282.4712  omnivorebooks.com

omnivore books on food

  
OMNIVORE BOOKS

ON FOOD
•••  

JANUARY EVENTS

 
LAURA G. LEE • SOY SAUCE! • 3:00 P.M. FREE! A joyful 
picture book for kids and foodies of all ages (with real soy sauce as
 paint!) that celebrates the iconic kitchen staple and the magical way 
food connects family and friends across the world. 

CHARLOTTE BILTEKOFF • REAL FOOD, REAL FACTS: 
PROCESSED FOOD AND THE POLITICS OF 
KNOWLEDGE • 6:30 P.M. FREE! Offering lessons that extend 
well beyond food choice to those interested in how we come to accept 
or reject scientific authority in matters of personal health.

NAT HARRY • SPIRITS DISTILLED: A GUIDE TO THE 
INGREDIENTS BEHIND A BETTER BOTTLE • 3:00 P.M. 
FREE! A San Francisco World Spirits judge travels the world to 
explore the raw ingredients and skilled hands that form the backbone 
of the world’s most popular (and underappreciated) spirits. 

HSIAO-CHING CHOU & MEILEE CHOU RIDDLE • 
FEASTS OF GOOD FORTUNE • 3:00 P.M. FREE! 
Covering everything from traditional Lunar New Year to 
Thanksgiving -  take a seat at the Chou's family dinner table and 
celebrate the joy of the mother-daughter bond in cooking together.

 

SUN
JAN
12

THURS
JAN
16

SAT
JAN
25

SUN
JAN
26

Farmers Markett fresh at the Noe Valley Town Square. Photo by Jack Tipple                     

https://omnivorebooks.com
https://instagram.com/noevalleypet
https://www.NoeValleyPet.com
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• Susan Broxon •

Sweet Sailing Mr. Santos 

 

 

From my 27th-floor window, I gazed at a 

classic summer evening in San Francisco. 

The city bustled below, and a soft fog 

draped the skyline, bringing a wave of crush-

ing reality. My dear friend, Victor, was no 

longer in the picture. 

    Weeks earlier, his sister Maria called 

to inform me of his sudden passing. His 

close friend discovered him resting in bed 

at home; the cause was unconfirmed. 

In town for the memorial gathering, I 

stayed at the Westin St. Francis on Union 

Square to honor Victor’s victory in a holi-

day dance contest held in one of their 

historic ballrooms in December 1991. 

As the city lights shimmered, I caught a 

wistful glimpse into the Harry Denton 

Starlite Room across the street, where 

we also spent magical evenings dancing 

the night away. 

 

    Victor, affectionately known as "Mr. 

Santos," was born on the vibrant island 

of Puerto Rico and raised in Georgia. He 

arrived in San Francisco in 1981 at the 

age of twenty-five. Although I lived in the 

city from 1984 until late 1985, we did not 

cross paths until early 1991, shortly after 

my return. 

    On my first day as a switchboard 

receptionist at a now-defunct healthcare 

company, I felt anxious. When the boss 

introduced me to the company's founder, 

I extended my hand and blurted out, 

"Welcome!" 

    Moving on to the Membership 

Accounting department, I met Mr. Santos. 

His jovial greeting and gentle demeanor 

melted my butterflies away. 

Every mid-morning, his infectious laughter 

echoed from the lunchroom where he 

gathered with colleagues. Meanwhile, I sat 

stuck at the front desk, fielding each 

unrelenting drone from the switchboard, 

torn between obligatory duties and a 

longing to join the fun. 

    Months later, on my birthday, he and 

his co-workers invited me to the former 

Club Interlude at the Holiday Inn across 

from our office. It became a regular hang-

out until I left that job and began working 

in the Financial District. 

San Francisco's rich diversity often leads 

to unexpected yet authentic connections. 

Mr. Santos and I were a true example as 

we discovered shared interests. Exploring 

the trails in the liberating outdoors, from 

Half Moon Bay to the breathtaking beau-

ty of Muir Woods cemented our cama-

raderie. 

   In nature, we tossed our troubles away 

and engaged in mental games in an era 

before iPhones and search engines. On 

one excursion, we skillfully listed over 

forty different neighborhoods and dis-

tricts in San Francisco. 

    After rejuvenating our bodies, minds, 

and spirits, we commemorated each 

adventure with a well-deserved happy 

hour. 

In addition to his talent for dancing, Mr. 

Santos wrote profound poetry. However, 

his most remarkable gift was his effort-

less yet stirring impact on people. 

 My Italian landlord, Auntie Mary, in the 

Marina District, lit up every time we 

came by. Once, during a visit, she reached 

for his hand, and tears streamed down 

her majestic ninety-three-year-old face. 

 Even more affecting, an embittered for-

mer friend I once dubbed as “the angry 

man” genuinely announced, "You know, I 

like Mr. Santos."  

    I sensed similar traits in my limited 

time with his extraordinary sister, Maria. 

Unfortunately, my arrival and her depar-

ture back to Georgia occurred too close 

together. 

Thankfully, I got to make an on-foot 

jaunt to Noe Valley. There, I sat in the 

Square and gathered my bearings. 

I never lived in the neighborhood, but vis-

ited frequently when my sister, Janet, 

resided there from 1985 to 2003. The 

connection deepened when my nephews, 

Aidan, and Finn, arrived in 2000. Mr. 

Santos was also a friend of the communi-

ty. 

    When Janet got engaged in 1999, Mr. 

Santos assisted her in moving from her 

apartment on Cesar Chavez to her fiancé 

Tom's place on Sanchez. Later, I stopped 

by, hoping to avoid the heavy lifting. The 

timing was perfect. I heard the ring of 

their cheerful laughter before I saw the 

three of them round the corner of 24th 

Street, sipping smoothies from Martha & 

Brothers. 

    Shortly before the twins' birth, Tom's 

brother Dan and his wife Linda hosted a 

baby shower at their spectacular home in 

Upper Noe Valley. The joy was indescrib-

able, and it was especially touching to 

catch Mr. Santos and Tom spontaneously 

embracing each other, just because. 

In the summer of 2003, just before Janet 

and her family moved to Brunswick, 

Maine, I took Finn and Aidan to the Day 

Street Recreation Center. The boys were 

playing in the playground when Mr. Santos 

arrived, and they didn’t seem to notice 

him. After a while, he stepped away to 

find shade. 

    Minutes later, Finn rushed up to me. 

With an earnest expression on his cheru-

bic two-year-old face, he asked, "Wher 

Miher Santos go?" 

In 2006, Mr. Santos and I dined at the old 

Noe Valley Pizza, marking our first visit to 

the neighborhood since 2003. For me, it 

also represented a temporary farewell. The 

nostalgia grew stronger when Tony, the 

restaurant's founder, escorted us to our 

table. Shortly after, I returned to my home-

town of Newport Beach. 

    We stayed connected over the years, 

but at one point, communication lapsed. 

Gratefully, we revived the kinship through 

traditional letter writing. 

    Mr. Santos eventually secured a posi-

tion at the UCSF School of Pharmacy and 

retired in 2020. By then, our friendship 

had adjusted to lost time, distance, and 

lifestyle changes. During my visits to 

town, we chose simple outings at a café 

near his place in the Upper Sunset. Our 

meetups sometimes began awkwardly but 

always concluded comfortably, reminis-

cent of old times. 

    San Francisco holds a cherished place 

in Janet's and my hearts, but for Mr. 

Santos, it was the setting for nearly his 

entire adult life. Fueled by a passion for 

the city's culture and beauty, he remained 

until the end. 

    When our beloved city came under 

fire from the public and the media, he 

defended it with compelling statistics on 

continued tourism. He emphasized its 

resilience and innovation, highlighting that 

San Francisco remains one of the great-

est cities in the world. 

    The day after the gathering, I carried a 

small bag containing Mr. Santos' ashes. I 

started at a tourist-packed Marina Green 

and eventually found a quiet spot on a 

pier overlooking the Bay Bridge. As I dis-

creetly sprinkled a handful of ashes into 

the water, I recalled the last text I had 

sent him: an article about "The Happiest 

Cities in the U.S.," which ranked San 

Francisco in the top ten. Disturbingly, that 

text went unanswered. 

    To address Finn’s question: Where did 

Mr. Santos go? I cannot say, but I can 

imagine him sailing smoothly through a 

timeless tunnel of peace. 

Sweet sailing, Mr. Santos. 

 

 

 

 

 

Susan Broxon’s  debut piece, 

"Farewell for Now," appeared in the 

November 2003 edition of the 

Voice. Recent revisits to the 

community inspired “Sunshine and 

Strawberry Smaltz” (October 

2022), Sundry Sunday (January 

2023), “Savoring the Sentiment” 

(August 2023) and “Bittersweet 

Street Sensation” (January 2024). 

She currently lives in Newport 

Beach. 

The Noe Valley Voice invites you to  submit 

fiction, creative nonfiction, or poetry for 

possible publication in Other Voices. Email 

editor@noevalleyvoice.com or write Other 

Voices, Noe Valley Voice, P.O. Box 460249, San 

Francisco, CA 94146. Please include your full 

name and contact information. 

  

Noe Valley 
3868 24th Street • 641-4433 
Noe Valley 
1551 Church (at Duncan) • 648-1166 
Bernal Heights 
745 Cortland Avenue • 642-7585 

Offering 50 Varieties  
C • O • F • F • E • E  
by the pound or half-pound 
 

Custom Drinks 
Healthy Breakfasts 
Delicious Pastries 
Mouthwatering 
Desserts 

• • •  
Open Monday through Saturday 

5:00 a.m. to 7:30 p.m. 
Sundays 5:30 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. 

WINTER WANDERING FESTIVAL
Three days of music explore the human journey and 
its connections to place, space, and the imagination.

415-617-5223
info@leftcoastensemble.org
www.leftcoastensemble.org

mailto:info@leftcoastensemble.org
https://www.leftcoastensemble.org
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Thursday Night -Locals Night! 
 

Serving great Sardinian Cuisine 
for 18 years  

Come join us for Great Food   
and Featured Wine Tastings. 

Tuesday through Thursday 5:30 pm-9:45 pm     
Friday and Saturday 5:00 pm-10:00 pm 

 
291 30th Street 

 San Francisco, CA 94114 

415-550-8114 •www.info@laciccia.com
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SAINT JOHN CATHOLIC SCHOOL 
 
Excellence Through  
Compassionate Education 
 
NOW ENROLLING TK-5 and 7-8 
 

 
Website: https://stjohnseagles.com 

 
Phone: (415) 584-8383 

 
Email: officesj@stjohnseagles.com

• Individual
• Business Returns
• Electronic Filing          

Call for an appointment TODAY!
300 Vicksburg Street #1, San Francisco • 415-821-3200

(on the corner of 24th near Church Street) 

Member of the National 
Association of Enrolled Agents

• Tax Planning
• Prior Year Returns
• Out-of-State Returns

Small Business 
Returns 

https://stjohnseagles.com
mailto:officesj@stjohnseagles.com
https://www.laciccia.com
https://novysf.com
https://sfcityguides.org


The Noe Valley Voice • January 2025  13    

• Jeff Kaliss •     

Jeff Kaliss is an award-winning music journalist and author, 

and a poet with an MFA in Creative Writing from San 

Francisco State University. He’s contributed to the Voice since 

1979.

Happy Hour at Pier 23 

 

        

“I didn’t know what time it was”, 

but I could see I could smell 

that here I was, 

right at the left side of the San Francisco Bay 

and here she was, 

that lucky old Sun 

settling down for a scotch 

at the end of her day, 

at a glowing brass-top table 

in a worn-out wooden saloon. 

 

So I kept her company a while, 

wondered what she’d think about the music. 

 

Well, she started singing along 

to her setting self: 

“I didn’t know what year it was.” 

How would you, Sun? 

Just another go-around for you. 

 

For us, in here 

at the pub on the pier, 

our digitized downtown 

is spending its annuities 

on the pretty Twenties of a century ago, 

yearning towards her old-time youth, 

the trilling tickle of her piano, 

the breathy summons of her sax, 

the primal pulsing of her strings. 

 

This is what makes us want to keep wanting, 

keep watching for whatever keeps coming whenever.  

 

“Oh, what a lovely time it was, 

and sublime it was, too.” 

 

The Sun smiled duskily at this, still singing,  

ready for another round, 

musing on  how she’d share this with the Moon.  

Oil Change at K West 

 

 

This is Daly City 

and daily life, 

you gotta love it. 

This is my while in this world, 

my sidewalk seat  

on Outer Mission Street, 

in the fleeting of the few last days 

of the old year. 

 

I am what waits  

while other lives drive by, 

underneath an undistinguished sky. 

Here is how it works, 

and hear it: 

Happy Holidays! they say, 

going away from, 

coming together with, 

they fatten up their friendliness 

at Taco Bell and Jack-in-the-Box, 

they reinforce their rolling 

at O’Reilly Auto Parts. 

All this is what it gets us. 

 

And over there 

a place for rent, 

in a three-story box 

with a balcony; 

ante up the first month’s fee 

and you can sit there seeing 

how time passes Daly City, 

or look up to where 

the strangely purposed seagulls, 

distanced from their surging ocean, 

mock the busyness, and laugh 

at my wordy contemplation.  

 

https://rghdesigns.com
https://instragram.com/rghdesigns
https://SaintJamesSF.org
mailto:admissions@sjsSF.net
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Noe 
VALLEY

LOCAL 
Services

Troubleshooting/Tutoring
Tune-Ups/Upgrades

SFMacMan.com

(415) 821-1792

Rick  Collins
Macintosh Help

29 Years Experience

ATTORNEYS AT LAW
4091 24th Street

NOE VALLEY

(415) 641-0700

25 year member of Pet Sitters Intl. 
 

Cass Morgan • 415.513.9299 
positivelypets1@earthlink.net 

www.sfpositivelypets.com

•Dog  
  Walking 
•Pet  
  Sitting 
•Behavior  
  Help 

HANDYMAN 
SERVICES 

• Custom & Refaced Cabinets 

• Replacing Dry Rot Deck Planks 

• Carpentry and Painting 

• Refinishing Hardwood Flooring 

• Finish Decks 6 different stains 

lasting 6 to 8 years. 
 

Call Miguel (510) 333-0732

VSA Construction
General Contractor
LIC # 990233
No job too small
Old World Craftmanship

(415) 877-1293

 

PAT ROSE 
Home Organizing 

415.608.7634 
Clear the Clutter 

Reclaim your Space! 
pat@patrosehomeorganizing.com 

patrose@gmail.com

 

Shop Local 
and keep our  
community  
strong and 

vibrant

FOR TRADITIONAL TAKES ON CALIFORNIA
CLASSICS AND CREATIVE COCKTAILS IN A

COMFORTABLE, COZY SPACE. 

HAPPY HOUR TUESDAY – SUNDAY
5 P.M. – 6 P.M.

DINNER TUESDAY – SUNDAY
5:00 PM – CLOSE

BRUNCH SATURDAY – SUNDAY
10:30 AM – 2:30 PM

SATURDAY – SUNDAY COCKTAIL HOUR
2:30 PM – 5:00 PM

Your neighborhood spot

1199 CHURCH ST  X  24TH ST
415-896-4973

MRDIGBYS.COM
@MRDIGBYS

mailto:pat@patrosehomeorganizing.com
mailto:patrose@gmail.com
mailto:positivelypets1@earthlink.net
https://www.sfpositivelypets.com
https://SFMacMan.com
https://mrdigbys.com
https://instagram.com/mrdigbys
https://redwoodcu.org/transfer
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• Daniel Murphy •     

Dan Murphy, a retired trial attorney and frequent contribu-

tor, tells us that he has been writing Verse since he won the 

Ina Coolbrith Poetry Award at St. Mary's College in Moraga.  

That's where he met his wife Lloyda who was visiting from 

Lone Mountain, San Francisco's College for Women. They live 

in a Victorian on Church Street. 

        

Mountain Grade 

 

From my hillside perch, I watch a car climb 

through the darkness up the mountain grade. 

Its headlights throw white against the blackness, 

as the old car makes its steep ascent. 

Rounding the final turn, the red tail lights, 

first one, then both, disappear into the void. 

Now, only darkness on the mountain road. 

Then, a silver plane flies the midnight sky 

into the light of the eternal stars. 

 

 

A Happy Dog 

 

Memories, the faded images of bygone events 

become living stories as we shape and share again. 

Even tall stories often carry an essential truth; 

anecdotes passed from family to the listening child, 

now remembered when a decision must be made. 

Or laughter from the past comes to ease some present pain: 

that lost five dollar-bill which will never be found again, 

or the ice cream wrapper, licked a century ago 

by a happy dog, still make us smile as the tale unfolds.. 

 

 

Walking a Little to the Left 

 

I walked down my road a little to the left. 

The people on the left saw me to their right. 

The people on the right thought I was too far to the left. 

 

When I helped a traveller find the middle, 

The people on the right thought he was going their way, 

And the people on the left felt I wasn't doing all I should. 

 

When I saw a bump in the roadway, I moved to pass it by. 

From the right I heard, "We knew you'd come our way." 

And from the left they said, "You're drifting to the right." 

 

Lloyda and Dan Murphy, during a recient family visit to Coit 

Tower.

448 Cortland Avenue • Bernal Heights • San Francisco •  94110

Free Parking

Across the Street

In our Very Own 

Parking Lot !

We Accept:

ATM Cards
Discover Cards
MasterCard & Visa
Elec. Food Stamps & EBT

Store Hours:
7:00 am - 9:00 pm

Every Day!
Sales e昀ective January 2-26, 2025

Thai Kitchen
Organic 
Coconut Milk
13.6 oz -reg 5.29

2/$6

Cascadian Farm
Organic Fro-
zen Vegetables 
& Fruit

Buy One 
Get One 

Near East
Rice Pilaf & CousCous
5.7-10 oz -reg 3.79

2/$5Annie’s
Mac & Cheese
6 oz -reg 3.99

2/$5
Olipop
Prebiotic Soda
12 oz -reg 2.29

2/$4

Angie’s
Boom Chicka Pop
4.4-8 oz -reg 4.99

2/$6

Celestial 
Tea
20 ct -reg 5.49

2/$6

  THANK YOU FOR SHOPPING AT THE GOOD LIFE   THANK YOU FOR SHOPPING AT THE GOOD LIFE 

La Croix
Sparkling Water
8 pack -reg 5.99

$4.49

Cascadian Farm
Organic Cereal
9-15 oz -reg 8.99

2/$10

Clover
Cream Cheese
8 oz -reg 4.29 on sale from 
1/17-1/31

$3.79

Evolution
Organic
Juices
 15.2 oz -reg 6.29

           Buy One Get One Free

Dave’s Killer
Bread
17-25 oz -reg 7.49-8.49

$1.00 Off

Almond Breeze
Almond Milk
64 oz -reg 6.49

$3.99

Brown Cow
Yogurt
5.3 oz   -reg 1.89

4/$5
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4027 24th Street (between Castro and Noe) 
415-550-7577 

San Francisco’s Premier Home Video Destination

VIDEO WAVE of NOE VALLEY 

During this season, Video Wave would like to 
express our gratitude for all the support, busi-
ness and community Noe Valley has provided 
to our little video shop. We wouldn’t be here 
without all of you, so thank you all!  
 

Happy New Year from  

Video Wave of Noe Valley!

Taste the Love

Every Day 
5:30 a.m. — 2 p.m. 

3966 24th Street

It’s a Jungle out there. This 24th Street palm may have escaped from Dolores Street. 
Photo by Jack Tipple

https://www.fuf.net
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• A.D. Winans •     

A.D. Winans ’is an award-winning native San Francisco poet, 

writer, and essayist.  His work has appeared in over 500 

Literary magazines, anthologies, and newspapers.  He is the 

author of over eighty books and chapbooks of poetry and 

prose.  He edited and published the acclaimed Second Coming 

magazine and press from 1972 to 1989.  The press archives 

are housed at Brown University.  Awards include a Pen 

National Josephine Miles Award for Excellence in Literature, a 

PEN Oakland Lifetime Achievement Award, and a Kathy Acker 

award in poetry and publishing 

New Year’s Day Poem 

 

  

Some things stick in your mind 

Like dental cement 

Your first kiss 

The Kennedy assassination 

The wild years 

A trip down Highway 101 

Foot stuck to the petal 

Hugging the middle lane 

At a hundred miles an hour 

A break dance destined 

To turn into a two-step shuffle. 

  

Restless cursed with insomnia 

I take a 5 AM walk through 

The streets of Noe Valley 

The neighborhood a ghost town 

A sleeping lion waiting on its prey. 

  

Back home a poem takes shape 

Nibbles at my brain cells 

A beggar hungry for food 

But the cupboard is empty. 

  

I retreat into the amnesia of yesterday 

The lost treasure of my youth 

A pirate with a graying beard 

Destined to board forever 

A midnight ghost ship 

Rocking aimlessly at sea. 

  

  

Mexico Dream Poem 

 

 

I see you in my dreams 

you are wearing a silk scarf 

your smile hovers over me 

like a hummingbird. 

  

You stand at  the public square 

the women are selling pottery 

the men playing cards. 

  

A cat crosses the road 

purrs against your slender legs 

you an early century Madonna 

with no need for church or man. 

Sit  cross-legged like Buddha 

  

Words swirl inside my head 

like helicopter blades 

sweet fragrance of lilacs draws me in 

sweet as a virgin spread across 

a field of roses. 

 

 

Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and
abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License # 01991628, 1527235,
527365, 1356742, 1443761, 1997075, 1935359, 1961027, 1842987, 1869607,
866771 1527205 1079009 1272467

Claudia Siegel, CRS.
Certified Residential Specialist®
Ranked Top 1.5% Nationwide
415.816.2811 | claudia.siegel@compass.com
Noevalleyrealtorsf.com | @claudiasiegelsf 
DRE 01440745

HAPPY NEW YEAR

HERE’S TO
NEW

BEGINNINGS
Thank you for your business!

TComing end of January 2025
 

Incredible converted firehouse in Noe Valley. 
Contact me for more information.

 

mailto:claudia.siegel@compass.com
https://Noevalleyrealtorsf.com
https://instagram.com/claudiasiegelsf
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Noe Valley history lesson. In the early years of the Noe Valley Voice, the December and January editions were combined. This front page from 2002/2003 introduced 64 pages— all in 
black & white. Color would come much later.
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• Julie Lekach House •

Listen to the Muzak 

 

 

I have a special relationship with Muzak.  

Muzak, an American brand of background 

music, is not to be confused with music, 

which enriches my life daily.  Pretty much I 

hate Muzak. Why take a great song and re-

duce it to a milquetoast tune? Muzak 

melodies tend to sound roughly, sappily 

alike, no matter the original genre. Ughhh! 

    When I moved to San Francisco in 

1985, I worked for Bank of America.  I 

was never in the big tootsie-roll head-

quarters building on California Street, but 

by 1988, I was close by on Montgomery 

Street. One Twenty Montgomery was a 

nondescript, mid-sized office building in a 

wind-swept corridor, convenient to BofA 

headquarters, public transit and down-

town shopping. I worked on the 5th 

floor. Of course, the building had a bank 

of elevators.  

   Today, elevators and even gas stations 

have computer screens with supposedly 

entertaining media. Back in the 80s, we 

mostly got piped in music for the ride.  

One morning in the elevator on the way 

out to lunch, I caught myself humming 

along to the Muzak. Horrors!  What was 

I doing? What was I singing? 

    I had to laugh. I was singing along to 

one of my older brother Edgar’s compo-

sitions. It was probably one he had writ-

ten in high school that I had heard him 

work on hundreds of times. Later on, he 

wrote pop  songs to sell with his music 

partner, Richard, a professional musician 

he knew from our hometown, Buffalo, 

NY.   

After lunch, I called Edgar, who lived in  

New York City, from my office (no cell 

phones in 1988). How did I hear his song 

on my elevator ride in downtown San Fran-

cisco? 

  It turns out my brother and Richard 

had sold a bunch of their songs to 

Muzak.  Edgar and Richard probably made 

two cents from my listening experience. 

But, wasn’t it worth it? Two minutes of 

fame for Edgar and Richard in a West 

Coast elevator cemented a story that’s 

still a fond and funny memory 35 years 

later.  

    Erratum. 

Wait! Have I been totally honest? At the 

time of the elevator episode and for 

years afterwards, I did find Musak insipid. 

I found it particularly annoying while 

stuck in a small space. There was no 

escape from the most sappy songs 

around—think Karen Carpenter or Glen 

Campbell or Celine Dion.  

Line dance choreographers seem drawn 

to these maudlin songs. And not only 

are the songs schmaltzy, they are often 

even sappier covers of the original songs.  A 

Musk-style version of My Heart Will Go 

On is more than I can bear. Usually.  

    I take two line dance classes on Zoom 

every week. I used to take a break when 

Muzak-worthy songs were the dance 

tunes.  As I folded laundry or checked 

email and the stock market during my 

pause, I would catch a glimpse of my 

teacher and his wife having fun stepping 

to the music. I was missing out! 

    So I unmuted and joined in, and the 

songs weren’t so nasty after all. I decided 

to follow a modified Beatles’ imperative: 

Take a sad (or sappy) song, and make it 

better. Dance to the Muzak! 

 

Julie Lekach House has lived in 

Upper Noe Valley since 1990. She and 

her husband raised two daughters 

here. Currently, Julie is retired and 

enjoys folk and line dancing, Duolingo 

Japanese, writing for her memoir 

class and reading and traveling with 

her book group.

Stefano DeZerega
REALTOR® | LIC# 01730431
415.987.7833 | StefanoDeZerega.com
sdezerega@corcoranicon.com

Hugh Groocock
Broker Associate | LIC# 01209589
415.971.4414 | HughGroocock.com
hugh@hughgroocock.com

©2025 Corcoran Icon Properties. All rights reserved. Corcoran® and the Corcoran Logo are registered service marks owned by Corcoran Group LLC. Corcoran Icon Properties fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the 
Equal Opportunity Act. Each franchise is independently owned and operated. Information is deemed reliable, but is not guaranteed.

Congratulations to all of our friends, clients and colleagues 
for a successful 2024! Thank you for your trust this past 

year as we navigated an exciting market recovery
together. We're grateful for every transaction. 

Wishing you a healthy, peaceful year ahead—
we look forward to connecting soon!

https://StefanoDeZerega.com
mailto:sdezerega@corcoranicon.com
https://HughGroocock.com
mailto:hugh@hughgroocock.com
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HAPPY NEW YEARHAPPY NEW YEAR
Special Thanks To

Noe Valley BakeryNoe Valley Bakery
Subs IncSubs Inc
Casa MexicanaCasa Mexicana
Noe Valley WineNoe Valley Wine
ShopShop
Best CleanersBest Cleaners
Easy BreezyEasy Breezy
Whole FoodsWhole Foods

THE SWANN GROUPTHE SWANN GROUP
Thank you toThank you to                                                                                    andand
her team Drew, Brian, Bryant, Rachel H,her team Drew, Brian, Bryant, Rachel H,
and Jayson for 8 years of service to theand Jayson for 8 years of service to the
Noe Valley Merchants & ProfessionalsNoe Valley Merchants & Professionals
Association. Your inspiration andAssociation. Your inspiration and
creativity have led us through some ofcreativity have led us through some of
our darkest times to the brightness onour darkest times to the brightness on
the other side. Thank you for yourthe other side. Thank you for your
leadership and commitment to Noeleadership and commitment to Noe
Valley and the success of the businessValley and the success of the business
community.community.

Rachel SwannRachel Swann

3861 24TH ST, SAN FRANCISCO, CA

Bernie’s CoffeeBernie’s Coffee
Martha’s CoffeeMartha’s Coffee  
Dubliner BarDubliner Bar
Eric AlexandersonEric Alexanderson
Wells FargoWells Fargo  
Noe Valley TownNoe Valley Town
SquareSquare

A special thanks to these businessesA special thanks to these businesses
that plug those lights in all year.that plug those lights in all year.


