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Community
Advocate Closson
Takes on Safety

Art You Can
Walk On
Handcrafted Beauty Now
Showing at Nomad Rugs

New District 8 Position to Assist
Neighbors and Officials

By Jack Tipple

By Pat Rose

S

tepping into Nomad Rugs, one is presented with a rich forest of color and
texture given off by the many rugs hanging from the walls and in orderly piles on
the floor. The environment invites a lingering exploration of patterns both modern and antique and colors of every hue.
Located on the quiet shady side of 24th
Street near Church Street, Nomad Rugs
is owned and managed by Christopher
Wahlgren. After getting a humanities degree at San Francisco State, Wahlgren
considered further study of the decorative
arts or interior design, but during a trip to
Turkey he met an antique rug collector
who introduced him to some Turkish
dealers. Wahlgren’s love of the artistry of
oriental rugs started there.
From his apartment garage at 24th and
Guerrero streets, Wahlgren sold his first
hand-woven Oriental rugs in 1995. He
called his sales Chris’ Bazaar. He was
waiting tables at the time, and his first
client was the owner of the restaurant
where he worked.
His current inventory numbers 1,000
rugs, all of handspun wool and most using natural plant and mineral dyes. Each
knot of the rug is tied by hand, averaging
100 knots per inch. A small percentage of
his rugs are made with silk or have silk
highlights. The rugs come from cottage

W

hether it’s a broken streetlight,
overgrown trees, or a break-in at a
home or a business, District 8 now has
someone who can help you find help.
Last summer, Noe Valley resident
Jessica Closson was appointed to the district’s newly created civilian position of
Community Liaison for Crime Prevention and Safety. She works closely with
the San Francisco Police Department, Supervisor Rafael Mandelman’s office, and
other city groups to address safety issues.
“As soon as I heard about the position,
I threw my hat into the ring,” Closson
said. After a deep background check and
interviews with Supervisor Mandelman
and David Lazar of the SFPD, she was
hired.
“I’d known of and appreciated all that
the supervisor was doing for the district,
and knew that I could contribute as a communications bridge between the supervisor’s office, SFPD, and the numerous city
departments that have a role to play in
public safety,” she said.
Closson, 48, has been involved in community advocacy for many years. She
was president of her neighborhood association when her family lived overseas in
New Zealand, and is a past board member of the Noe Valley Democratic Club.
She also served as president of the PTA
CONTINUED ON PAGE 9

On-the-Spot Communication is the main tool Jessica Closson will use in her new role as
the SFPD and District 8 Supervisor Rafael Mandelman’s liaison for crime prevention and
safety.
Photo by Art Bodner

CONTINUED ON PAGE 11

The Voice Is Not
Afraid of 2020
Many Voice readers are familiar
with the vacation schedule your
favorite paper has been indulging
in for the past 40 years or so: the
July and August editions and the
December and January papers are
combined, giving the Voice a
summer and winter break.
We changed this up in the winter
of 2018, and owing to the positive
response, we’ve done it again.
This is a special edition that gives
most of our contributors a
month of rest. They’ll return
while you’re reading this and
begin fearlessly crafting our
February edition.
To participate, get us your news
and notices by Jan. 15. For display
ads, contact Pat Rose (415-6087634) by Jan. 25.
Don’t worry. It’s going to be fun.
It’s an election year!

Night-Time Color in downtown Noe Valley will have continuous illumination after the holiday season, thanks to the efforts of neighborhood
businesses and the Noe Valley Merchants and Professionals Association. The Noe Valley Community Benefit District partnered with the
Merchants on the installation. See pages 7 and 18 for more.
Photo by Art Bodner

Jack Tipple and Sally Smith
Editors and Co-Publishers
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O PEN SFH ISTORY

Building the Valley. This small cottage at the corner of Noe and Cesar Chavez streets (then Army) has just received a layer of Transite siding. The asbestos-cement shingles were popular in
the 1950s, when this photo was taken. But they were phased out in the 1980s, after asbestos proved carcinogenic. Originally built in 1908, the house was demolished and replaced in 1998.
Photo and information courtesy OpenSFHistory.org / Western Neighborhoods Project / David Gallagher
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Bigger Picture: It’s impossible to predict the future, but it’s imperative
to be mindful of the current economic conditions when buying or
selling a home. All signs are pointing to a good market for both buyers
and sellers.
2TM_@m\MqUn@]x@znIT@`SU`S÷SUwMrn@I@]]bmnqbjHzbrmbIM@q
4156 24th Street to get the latest!

Team Brannigan
Call, Text, or Email
ààŚ .
Info@TeamBrannigan.com
www.TeamBrannigan.com
Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01443761 . All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only. Information is compiled from sources deemed reliable but is subject
to errors, omissions, changes in price, condition, sale or withdrawal without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description.Nothing herein shall be construed as legal, BKKdtbsWbUdodsVOolodTOppWdbB_BMyWKOdtspWMOsVOoOB_adToOB_OpsBsOJod^OoBUOà BsBTodapdtoKOp
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Thank You Noe Valley!
FRIENDS of The Noe Valley Voice
In October of 2019 the Voice noted the financial challenge we face and invited readers to make cash contributions to
help us continue our 40 year tradition of local journalism.
It’s time to acknowledge those who stepped up and showed us they care. They are true friends and we’re forever
grateful for their generosity.

Steve Steinberg and Paula Conrey
John & Georganne Boerger
Marc Snyder
Peter Vogt
Deanna Hernandez
Charles and Ann Wu
George T. Pericht
Ruth Rosenblatt
Michael Castleman
Ann Scalf

Mary Kay and Dennis Reager
Susan Saperstein
Thomas Peck
Rob Spotts
Pamela Dekema
Karen Wickre
Barbara Benjamin
Lincoln and Elizabeth Gunn
Trynne Miller
Andrew Gescheidt

Our need continues. Please join your neighbors with a contribution to

photo: Amanda Brauning

Friends of The Noe Valley Voice - PO Box 460249, San Francisco, CA 94146
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Visit our sister store in Petaluma
144 Petaluma Blvd North

14 51 CHURCH ST 415-282-7385 NOEVALLEYPET.COM
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EXCLUSIVE
LUXURY LISTINGS

GATED ROSS ESTATE | ROSS | PRICE UPON REQUEST

1709 BRODERICK STREET | SAN FRANCISCO | $5,750,000

6 BEDS | 10 BATHS | 8,660 SQ. FT. | 1.92 ACRE LOT

4 BEDS | 3.5 BATHS | 3,728 SQ. FT. | 3,125 SQ. FT. LOT

stock image

1338 FILBERT STREET #B | SAN FRANCISCO | $4,995,000

4470-4472 24TH STREET | SAN FRANCISCO | $2,400,000

3430 22ND STREET | SAN FRANCISCO | $1,995,000

1717 MASON STREET | SAN FRANCISCO | PRICE UPON REQUEST

3 BEDS | 3.5 BATH | 3CAR PARKING

3 BEDS | 2 BATHS | MULTICAR PARKING AVAILABLE

RACHEL SWANN
415.225.7743
LIC. # 01860456

MICHELLE LONG
415.602.0307
LIC. # 01266200

4 BEDS | 2 BATHS | 4CAR PARKING

8 UNITS | 5CAR PARKING | VIEWS

ZHANE DIKES

415.287.4946
LIC. # 02051605

THEAGENCYRE.COM

KARIM SCARLATA
415.867.3610
LIC. # 01928413
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You can learn a lot from a chicken.

$$&15*/("11-*$"5*0/4'035)& 4$)00-:&"3 ,
,
* "
"$$&15*/("11-*$"5*0/4'035)&4$)00-:&"3
* 44$)&%6-&"5063!888451"6-4$)00-4'03(
$)&%6-&"5063!888451"
"6-4$)00-4'03(
* 4451"6-ō4(3"%6"5&4)"7&#&&/"$$&15&%505)&'0--08*/(
51"
"6-ō4(3"%6"5&4)"7
"7&#&&/"$$&15&%505)&'0--08*/(
)*()4$)00-44"$3&%)&"35$"5)&%3")*()4$)00-44"$3&%)&"35$"5)&%3"- 45*(/"5*64
45*(/"5*64 
"3$)#*4)013*03%"/
"3$)#*4)013*03%"/ "3$)#*4)014&33"
"3$)#*4)014&33" .&3$:4"/'3"/$*4$0
.&3$:4"/'3"/$*4$0 
.
&3$:#63-*/(".& *.."$6-"5&$0/$&15*0/"$"%&.:
*.."$6-"5&$0/$&15*0/"$"%&.:
.&3$:#63-*/(".&
-08&-- 6/*7&34*5:
6/*7&34*5: 8"4)*/(50/
8
-*/$0-/ 
--*$,8*-.&3%*/(
*$, 8*-.&3%*/( -08&-8"
"4)*/(50/ -*/$0-/

At Children’s Day School,
chickens—and eggs—are some
of our best teachers. With our
main campus a home to a
working farm and organic garden,
we’ve made the environment a
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core component of a rigorous
curriculum that is project-based,
integrated across academic
disciplines and designed to
prepare and inspire. We expect
great things of our students,
because we know that passionate
citizens change the world.

To learn more about our approach to education,
visit www.cds-sf.org. Or call our Admission Office
at (415) 861-5432 x337 to schedule a tour.

Children’s Day School
CA
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AX

Saint Philip
the Apostle

ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE & FAITH

333 Dolores Street
San Francisco
www.cds-sf.org
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Now accepting applications for
Transitional Kindergarten thru 8th Grade.
All Families Welcome!
For school tours please call 415-824-8467


School Hours: 7:50 am - 3:00 pm



Drop-in Extended Care



After-School Enrichment Programs



Spanish, Technology, Sports, Music, Art



Preschool Conveniently Located On-Campus

Saint Philip the Apostle School

665 Elizabeth Street
San Francisco, CA 94114

(415) 824-8467
SaintPhilipSchool.org
info@SaintPhilipSchool.org
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And to All a Good Night. The holiday season was graced by suspended lighting that will brighten downtown Noe Valley throughout the year.
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P.O. Box 460249
San Francisco, CA 94146
www.noevalleyvoice.com

he Noe Valley Voice is an independent newspaper published monthly in San Francisco. It
is distributed free in Noe Valley and vicinity during the first week of the month. Subscriptions are
available at $40 per year ($35 for seniors) by writing to the above address.
The Voice welcomes your letters, photos, and
stories, particularly on topics relating to Noe
Valley. All items should include your name and
contact information, and may be edited for brevity or clarity. (Unsigned letters will not be considered for publication.) Unsolicited contributions will be returned only if accompanied by a
self-addressed, stamped envelope.
The Noe Valley Voice is a member of the San
Francisco Neighborhood Newspaper Association.
Email: editor@noevalleyvoice.com
Website: www.noevalleyvoice.com
Distribution: Call Jack, 415-385-4569
Display Advertising: Call Pat, 415-608-7634,
or email PatRose@noevalleyvoice.com
Display Advertising Deadline for the
February 2020 Issue: Jan. 25, 2020
Editorial/Calendar Deadline: Jan. 15, 2020
CO-PUBLISHERS/EDITORS

WHO TO CALL AT CITY HALL

NVV12/2019

San Francisco Information Line www.sf311.org . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 311 or 415-701-2311
Burned-Out Streetlights, city owned (wooden poles call PG&E) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 311
District 8 Supervisor’s Office Rafael Mandelman . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 415-554-6968
Graffiti Removal,Tree Removal, Street Cleaning (DPW) . . . . . . . . . . . 415-695-2017
Hazardous Waste Disposal / free pickup bulky items . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 415-330-1300
Homeless Services Street Outreach Services (SOS). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 415-355-2250
Lost or Injured Animals Animal Care and Control . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 415-554-6364
Mayor’s Office of Neighborhood Services sfmayor.org . . . . . . . . . . . . . 415-554-7111
NERT (SFFD Neighborhood Emergency Response Teams) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 415-970-2022
Parking Enforcement DPT Dispatch . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 415-553-1200
PG&E Gas or electrical issues . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1-800-743-5000
Pothole Repairs potholes@sfdpw.org . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 415-554-5810
Recycling Recology San Francisco . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 415-330-1300
Rent Board . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 415-252-4600
Parking Permits, Residential . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 415-503-2020
Sewer Problems, Overflows . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 415-695-2096
Tree Planting urbanforestry@sfdpw.org . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 415-554-6700
24th Street Community Benefit District (CBD) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 415-519-0093
Utility Undergrounding (DPW) undergrounding@sfgov.org . . . . . . . . . . 415-554-6167
Water Leaks, Water Pressure . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 415-554-3289
“If you reveal your secrets to the wind, you should not blame the wind for revealing them to the trees.”
―Kahlil Gibran (1883-1931), Lebanese-American artist and poet
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VOICE ARTIFACTS

THE NOE VALLEY VOICE
website at
www.noevalleyvoice.com

features the current issue, in digital or
downloadable form. The site also
archives Voice issues from 1996 to the
present (see Back Issues). Older
editions, dating from May 1977, are
stored at the Noe Valley and Main
Libraries, and in the Internet Archive at
Archive.org/details/noevalleyvoice

ROGER R. RUBIN
Attorney and Counselor at Law

(415) 441-1112

Sally Smith, Jack Tipple

THIS EDITION HAS BEEN CREATED BY

Karol Barske, Art Bodner, Pat Rose
and Jack Tipple
ACCOUNTING

Law Chambers

1155 Pine Street
San Francisco, CA 94109

Jennifer O. Viereck
PRODUCTION

Jack Tipple, André Thélémaque
DISTRIBUTION

Jack Tipple

WEB GURU

Jon Elkin

ADVERTISING SALES

Pat Rose, Jack Tipple

P R I N T E D O N R E C Y C L E D PA P E R
by Fricke-Parks Press

Contents 2020 The Noe Valley Voice

Happy New Year!

LETTERS to the EDITOR
THE VOICE welcomes your letters
to the editor. Write the Noe Valley
Voice, P.O. Box 460249, San
Francisco, CA 94146. Or email
editor@noevalleyvoice.com.
Please include your name,
address, and phone number.
(Anonymous letters will not be
considered for publication.) Be
aware that letters may be edited
for brevity or clarity. We look
forward to hearing from you.
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ATHLETICS

ARTS

CHARACTERBUILDING

ACCELERATED

ACADEMICS

TK
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school
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Fair Oaks SStreet 180

San Francisco, CA 94110

(415)824.2240
(415)824.2240

Busy Bakery. Noe Valley Bakery did a brisk business during the December holidays filling
Noe citizens with their signature treats.
Photo by Jack Tipple


VIDEO WAVE of NOE VALLEY

San Francisco’s Premier Home Video Destination
During this season, Video Wave would like to express
our gratitude for all the support, business and community Noe Valley has provided to our little video
shop. We wouldn’t be here without all of you, so
thank you all!
Happy New Year from Colin and Gwen

Video Wave of Noe Valley!
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QSPWJEFXJMEMJGFIBCJUBUBOE
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4027 24th Street (between Castro and Noe)
415-550-7577

Sun., Mon., Tues. 12–8:30 p.m.

XXXGVGOFU


CLOSED WEDNESDAYS

Thurs. 2–8:30 p.m. • Fri., Sat. 12–9:30 p.m.
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Noe Valley Resident
Jessica Closson
Has a Bead on
Crime And Safety
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

at both of her sons’ schools, Alvarado and
Hoover. She and her family have lived in
Noe Valley since 2010.
District 8 encompasses parts of three
police districts—Ingleside, Park, and
Mission—and Closson has built a good
working relationship with all three district captains. She attends each of their
monthly community meetings, occasionally joins officers on patrol as an observer,
and coordinates with them as issues arise.
Although her base is at Mission Station,
she spends most days in Supervisor Man-

delman’s office, where she also has a
desk.
“A month ago, the Sunglass Hut in the
Castro had a smash-and-grab in broad
daylight—four or five people ran in,
grabbed thousands of dollars worth of
glasses, and ran out,” said Closson. “I followed up by interviewing a victim who
was running the store, and passing her report on to the police, who don’t always
have time to follow up with every incident,” she said.
She also spends time out in the neighborhoods to identify and address critical
cleanliness and safety issues.
Recently, she took part in the Castro
Fix-It project, where she walked the
streets with the Mayor's Fix-It Team. “We
reported areas where streetlights were
out or too dark to be safe because of overgrown trees and shrubs.”
She said she often finds Muni poles
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and city electrical boxes broken into by
people trying to strip the insulation and
pull out the wires in order to hotwire their
phones or car batteries.
“They leave the boxes open and the
wiring exposed, which causes a dangerous situation,” Closson said. “I’m in constant contact with neighbors who alert
me, and I contact the PUC or the MTA to
figure out how to better secure the
boxes.”
Homeless encampments are another
concern, particularly in areas around Dolores Park, Church and 19th streets, and
Sanchez and 16th streets.
“I work with the police and homelessoutreach teams, including the Healthy
Streets Operations Center staff, to share
information about the blocks that need response and resources directed to them,”
she said.
Response teams visit and assess and
offer services, such as an open shelter or
a navigation center bed, she said. Still, a
homeless person has the right to refuse
such services.
“If there is illegal activity, like drug
use, the police will cite,” said Closson.
“But we cannot kick the homeless off the
streets. That’s something I am constantly
educating the neighbors about—the right
to sleep outside.” (Last month, the
Supreme Court let stand the 9th Circuit
Court of Appeal’s decision not to punish
homeless people for sleeping on the
streets when they have no other option.)
Finding ways to reduce homelessness
is an ongoing challenge, not only in District 8 but across the city. Closson pointed
out that
 Supervisor
  Mandelman
 
has been
working with the mayor to get more resources
 to address
  the issue across the
district.
“He was able to get a 24-hour toilet at
Castro and Market, and he is working to
open a day drop-in spot with showers and

PACIFIC HEIGHTS

POTRERO HILL
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charging stations,” she said. He has also
created a meth task force to explore creating a meth sobering center. “Fifty percent of the homeless have mental health
and addiction issues. We need smaller
community-based centers to treat them,”
said Closson.
While she receives a lower number of
complaints from Noe Valley, she has been
contacted by residents concerned about
motorists running stop signs in the neighborhood.
“I was contacted by a resident concerned about drivers blowing through
stop signs at Church and 29th streets and
Sanchez and 29th streets,” she said. “I
was able to get help from the Ingleside
Police Station, which promptly initiated
a traffic enforcement operation that stationed officers at the intersections for
several days ticketing drivers who didn’t
stop. We told the neighbors in advance
about the operation, because the officers
believed that GPS devices were directing
drivers to these intersections as a shortcut.”
Closson said she plans to hold public
meetings after the first of the year to hear
Noe Valley neighbor and merchant concerns. She encourages neighbors to report
incidents to the 311 system, give it a couple of days, and then email her. For car
break-ins she recommends calling the police non-emergency number, 415-5530123. And for a free home security assessment, she says contact SFSAFE at
sfsafe.org. Email Jessica Closson at
jessica.closson@sfgov.org.
L E T T E R S TO T H E E D I TO R
The Noe Valley Voice welcomes your letters.
Email editor@noevalleyvoice.com.
Please include your name and contact
information. Letters may be edited for clarity
or brevity.

UPPER MARKET

WEST PORTAL
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Our Readers Write

S A N

F R A N C I S C O

Food you eat.

4288 24th Street ★ San Francisco
415.821.7652 ★ fireflysf.com

Pauline Seddon and husband Reid Rankin celebrated their wedding anniversary in
Cadaqués, Spain. The small fishing village just north of Barcelona is known for Salvador Dali
having his home there.

Just Listed!
Potrero Hill Home

764 Arkansas St., North Slope Potrero Hill!
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Call Claudia for more details!

Claudia Siegel, CRS
Realtor®
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Serving
Noe Valley
Since 1961
800-908-3888
www.discovercabrillo.com
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There’s Beauty
Underfoot at
Nomad Rugs
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

industry producers, often done in the
homes of individual families.
“Color is often more important than
design,” Wahlgren says. “Color is really
important in a personal way. It’s what we
most respond to. Soft blue and gray have
been popular colors in the last two years.”
Most of the rugs at Nomad are colored
in the traditional way with natural plant
and mineral dyes. “Natural dyes have
more depth. They have more variation
and are more pleasing to the eye,”
Wahlgren asserts.
About 75 percent of his rugs currently
come from Afghanistan. Others originate
in India, Pakistan, and Iran. Some are
commissioned designs. “Often we’ll take
antique folk designs, make some slight
changes, and order them,” he says.
“Noe Valley has been a great place to
have a business. The folks in this neighborhood have always supported us.
Though we have customers from all over

No e N ews Wan t e d
Send your items to the
Noe Valley Voice,
P.O. Box 460249,
San Francisco, CA 94146.
Better yet, email
editor@noevalleyvoice.com.
The deadline is Jan. 15 for the
February 2020 edition.

Take Your Time. There’s a lot to see and touch at Nomad Rugs and owner Christopher Wahlgren invites you consider which color and
design will truly speak to you. The feel of handspun wool is common to all.
Photos by Art Bodner

the Bay Area and online, most of them
live within two miles of the store.
“I’ve been doing this for more than
half my life now, and I’m still not bored.
Rugs are still fun and exciting to me. I like
coming to work and opening the shipments, and that’s probably the greatest
gift one can have.”
Nomad Rugs
3775 24th Street
415-401-8833
nomadrugs.com

Christopher Wahlgren considers himself fortunate to be doing what he truly loves and
he’s eager to continue for the next 20 years.

Quit Smoking in One Session
DR. JONATHON D. GRAY • HYPNOSIS • SAN FRANCISCO • 415-563-2333
CO M I N G S O O N

133 Baden

Sunnyside near Glen Park village | Offered at $1,300,000

Addictions • Stress Reduction • Pain Control • Weight Control
Phobias • Optimum Performance
http://drjonathongray.com

CHARLES SPIEGEL ATTORNEY
Mediation & Consensual Dispute Resolution Only

CO M I N G S O O N

North Beach Condo

At the Malt House | 2 Bed | 2 Bath | 1 Parking

Stefano
S
tefano DeZ
DeZerega
erega

REAL
REALTOR®
TOR® LIC# 0
01730431
1730431
415.987.7833
415.987.7833
sdezerega@zephyrsf.com
sdezerega@zephyrsf.com
m

Will
Will Sprietsma

REAL
REALTOR®
TOR® LIC# 00842569
00842569
415.308.8811
4
15.308.8811
will@sfwill.com
will@sfwill.
com

Pre & Post Marital Planning & Agreements
Collaborative Divorce Practitioner
Adoption & Surrogacy
Real Estate
Divorce Options Workshops Saturday Mornings
Oakland Presentations: Jan. 18 and Feb. 15.
San Francisco Workshops: Jan. 4 and Feb. 1.
Grey (Older) Marriage/Divorce: Contact for more info
1102 Sanchez Street • SF, CA 94114 • (415) 644-4555

CharlesSpiegelLaw@gmail.com • CharlesSpiegelLaw.com
TJCoxforCongress.com
DivorceOptionsInfo.org • Resistry.net • KidsTurn.org
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That’s a Wrap
Thank You Noe Va ey for support ng us n 2019 Come o n us as we report on the ne ghborhood n 2020!
Vol. XLIII, No. 4

Vol. XLIII, No. 1

April 2019

Permit Sought to Build Larger
$7 Million Residence

Former Thespian Shares
Techniques of Pattern-Making

S

As Sylvie Sees It. French-born artist Sylvie Guillot has lived in Noe Valley for almost three
years. During that time she’s found her neighborhood and that of the whole city a fertile
playground for her prolific sketching. See page 17 for more.
Illustration by Sylvie Guillot

CONTINUED ON PAGE 9

By Heidi Anderson

“Y

ou see all this right here?” Eric
Stahl gestured toward a discarded
plastic top, a lollipop stick, and a foil
candy wrapper, huddled in a gutter. “People worry all the time about that big
garbage vortex in the ocean.
“That vortex starts right here.”
He shook his head, extended his RMS
32-inch Extra-Long Grabber Reacher,
snatched the lollipop stick, and dropped
it into his bucket.
Then Stahl grabbed the plastic bottle
top. “It’s so easy to put it into the street
trash bins before it gets washed into the
sewer.”
Stahl has lived on 22nd Street since

2005, and in San Francisco since 1995.
During a recent Saturday, on a twoblock walk around his home, he retrieved
about half a dozen cigarette butts. “It’s
weird to watch people flick cigarette butts
right onto the sidewalk, like it’s not really
trash.”
Then he found a used condom.
“First one today!” he laughed. “Bonus
points!”
Pickup Surprisingly Easy
Stahl says it’s all about the grabber.
“You’d be amazed how easy this thing
is.” He picked up a piece of foil without
effort. “This thing was a breakthrough for
me!”
And the work is not as time-consuming as people might think, he says. “I’m

A

CONTINUED ON PAGE 11
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But Hours to Be Strictly
Enforced
By Matthew S. Bajko

T

he Upper Douglass Dog Park hours
are remaining the same, to the delight
of a dog owners group that helps oversee
the park. But the decision sparked consternation among another group of nearby
residents, many of whom also own dogs,
that had beseeched city officials to rein in
usage of the off-leash dog play area.
Access to the site, located at the corner
of 27th and Douglass streets, will continue
to be allowed from 6 a.m. to 10 p.m. except on Wednesdays, when it is closed.
However, the San Francisco Recreation
and Park Department is ramping up its enforcement of the limited times when commercial dog walkers can utilize the dog park.
As at other dog play areas in San Francisco, professional dog walkers are restricted to taking their canine charges to
Upper Douglass in the hours between 9
a.m. and 4 p.m.
“In preparation for the reopening, we
have been reaching out to commercial dog
walkers to let them know we will be enforcing our longstanding dog policy: commercial dog walking hours are 9 a.m. to 4
p.m.,” Tamara Barak Aparton, the agency’s
deputy director for communications, told
the Voice. “Commercial dog-walking permits are also required citywide. Park ambassadors will be at the site for several
days a week through the first of May.”
Aparton also said the department plans
“to have Animal Care and Control and our
Park Rangers out with the ambassadors to
help educate the community and assist
with registration should any need that resource.”

CONTINUED ON PAGE 9

Casting a Spell: Choreographer-dancer
Amy Foley will premiere the four-part Let
Slip the Witches at ODC April 4 to 6. See
page 21 for the complete story.

By Jack Tipple

C

onstruction started in 2018 at the illfamed site where for 15 years the building that had once housed the Real Food
Company sat vacant.
After speculators had bought and sold
the derelict property several times, a proposal put to the city planning commission
was approved in October for three new retail spaces. No housing.
Vol. XLIII, No. 6This was perhaps the biggest news in
Noe Valley last year, but the quarrel that
broke out over the attempted move-in of
the pet store chain Healthy Spot into the
vacant storefront that once housed a Radio Shack also caused quite a stir in the
’hood.
Where were you while all of this happened? Take a stroll back in time and remember as we reprise our coverage of
2018, starting on page 17.

Some Neighbors Not Happy
The group Advocates for Upper Douglass Dog Park, which had formed to
press city officials to address the noise

CONTINUED ON PAGE 17

A

group of concerned citizens is mapping out a neighborhood response,
so Noe Valley can be ready for the next
major earthquake, fire, or other natural or
manmade disaster.
Known as Resilient Noe Valley, the
group formed in the fall of 2017 and has
been working to formalize itself under the
city’s Neighborhood Empowerment Network. Its formal public debut is May 1,
when it will host twin meetings to hear
suggestions from the public and recruit
new members to the organizing body.
The group aims to spend the summer
finalizing the plan and to release it to the
neighborhood this fall, likely in October.
So there is plenty of time to join the ranks.
“We are hoping to get more folks involved in sitting around the table and
thinking through this as a strategy,” said
Rev. David Brown of the Noe Valley
Ministry Presbyterian Church on Sanchez
Street. “What do we want our disaster
plan to look like?”
The issue is particularly important for
Brown, 69, who has led his church’s congregation for five years. He works in Noe
Valley but lives in Marin County. Should

By Matthew S. Bajko

accines are once again dominating
the news as the country witnesses
the largest measles outbreak since 1994
and lawmakers in Sacramento move to
make it harder for parents to opt out of
vaccinating their children.
Measles had been declared eliminated
in the U.S. in 2000. Yet federal health officials this year, as of May 17, had confirmed 880 individual cases of measles in
24 states. In California, health officials
had confirmed 47 measles cases as of
May 22.
The issue has been a particular flashpoint in the Golden State since 2014,
when at least 131 measles cases were
traced back to guests of the Disneyland
resort in Anaheim. The incident spurred
state lawmakers to strengthen vaccine requirements for children in California.
Under a state law that took effect in
2016, students attending any public or
private school in the state must be vaccinated unless they qualify for a valid medical exemption approved by a physician,
such as having an allergy to vaccine components or because they’re undergoing
chemotherapy. The legislation, known as
Senate Bill 277, also restricted parents
from citing religious or personal beliefs
for why they wouldn’t immunize their
children.
The result has been a spike in medical
exemptions, according to state officials,
and lawmakers are now moving to limit
their issuance. In May, the state Senate
passed SB 276 by state Senator Richard
Pan (D-Sacramento), which would require doctors to examine patients in person prior to granting a medical exemption
and to submit it to state health officials for
review.
Both state and county health officials,

he deadly 2018 Valentine’s Day
school shooting at Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School in Parkland,
Florida, was an emotional blow for semiretired attorney Ruth Borenstein. But seeing the resilience displayed by the students who survived the massacre was also
motivating for the gun-control activist.
The teenagers’ speaking out in support
of commonsense gun-control measures
inspired Borenstein to also take action.
She turned her attention toward the longcriticized gun shows allowed to take place
at San Francisco’s Cow Palace, as an internet search showed they were the closest such events to her home in Noe Valley.
“I had some vague recollection it was
a publicly owned entity,” recalled Borenstein, who has lived in the neighborhood
since 1992 with her wife, Karen Strauss.
“I confirmed that and thought, How on
earth, particularly in a state that has strong
gun laws, why is the state hosting gun
shows? That sends a terrible message and
supports guns being on the street.”
So she set out to renew the public’s and
lawmakers’ attention to the issue. Past

V

CONTINUED ON PAGE 9

Noe Courts: The
Creation Story

From School Site to Cherished
Open Space
By Christopher Pollock
Historian-in-Residence, San Francisco
Recreation and Park Department

I

Remembering the Flurry: The Kwanzan cherry trees that decorate 24th Street have lost
their blossoms now, but in May the pink profusion was so great that the occasional wind
brought about showers of pink.
Photo by Jack Tipple

under the proposed law, would have the
authority to override the medical exemption if it was found to be fraudulent or inconsistent with national vaccination
guidelines. The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) recommends
that children get two doses of the MMR
vaccine, which protects against measles,
mumps, and rubella: the first dose at 12
through 15 months of age, and the second
dose at 4 through 6 years of age.
Assembly members will now take up
the legislation this summer, and if passed,

it will go to Governor Gavin Newsom for
his signature to become law.
“Medical exemptions for required vaccines have more than tripled since the
passage of SB 277, putting kids and communities at risk,” said Pan, a pediatrician.
“SB 276 assures students who truly need
medical exemptions will receive them
and that the schools they attend maintain
community immunity to keep them safe.”
The bill has infuriated parents who
CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Civil Rights Leader Speaks at
School Renamed in Her Honor

1906 Earthquake and Fire
The massive fire that was a consequence of the April 1906 Earthquake did
not breach the school, but did scorch

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

CONTINUED ON PAGE 11

Staying in the
Game at 95

Send in Your Mini-Movie
By Aug. 1

A

t the appointed time and day, I rang
the doorbell of Rudy Stadlberger’s
home on 22nd
Street. Moments
later, the
November
2019
door swang open and a tall gentleman
greeted me.
“Hello!” he said. “I was just outside
looking for you! I’m Rudy. Come in. I’ve
been cleaning up for your visit.”
™a sunny sitting room
Rudy led me to
and showed me to a small table and two
upright chairs arranged for the interview.
Aware that he was 95 years old, I suggested he might be more comfortable in
a nearby lounge chair.
“No, nope. This is fine." He sat down
and we began chatting.
Rudy has lived in Noe for nearly 60
years.
“We found Noe Valley in 1961 kind of
by accident,” he said.
He wanted to move his young family
from their home on Waller and Pierce
streets in the Haight-Ashbury neighborThe Only
Stationwas
in changing.
hood.Charging
“The neighborhood
Our corner grocery
Our Neighborhood
Is owner was shot and
killed during a robbery,” he said. “That
Sometimes
Off Line
was it for us. So I asked my handball partner,Bywho
was inS.real
estate, about finding
Matthew
Bajko
a new house, and he showed us this one.”
ith local and state leaders encouraging California residents to purchase electric vehicles, owners of the
eco-friendly cars in Noe Valley are calling for more charging stations to be installed in the neighborhood. To date, there
is just one station that is publicly accessible, located in the parking lot adjacent
to the Walgreens on Castro Street.
There are no immediate plans to add
charging stations to the city-owned parking lot on 24th Street. And the city has
only just begun to look into designating
on-street parking spaces exclusively for
EV-charging at the curbside.
Of the 460,000 registered vehicles in
San Francisco in 2018, just 2.3 percent,
or 10,648, were EVs.
If the city’s new Electric Vehicle
Roadmap is followed, all private vehicles
will be emission-free, and thus electrically powered, by 2040. The document
also calls for all new car sales to be electric by 2030.
“The path to an emissions-free future
is by electrifying our private-sector cars
and trucks,” said Debbie Raphael, director of the San Francisco Department of
the Environment. “By making charging

Film Director
Rushes in to Help
Save Video Wave

Assembled on May 17: Students, staff, and parents gathered to meet a hero and usher in
the new name of their facility: Dolores Huerta Elementary School.
Photo by Tom Ruiz

No Haven for
Electric Cars in
Noe Valley

Benefit for ‘Last Video Store’
By
Corrie M.
CONTINUED
ON Anders
PAGE 13

J

W

oe Talbot, San Francisco’s new
celebrity film director, was rushing to
catch a bus in Noe Valley one day not long
ago when he spotted a poster in a storefront window.
The poster, promoting Talbot’s awardwinning movie, The Last Black Man in
San Francisco, was propped up in a corner of Video Wave, the longtime videorental store on 24th Street.
Talbot detoured inside and struck up a
conversation with co-owner Colin Hutton, who confessed he was having trouble keeping the store going.
Faster than you can say, please silence
your cell phones, Talbot and Hutton devised a plan to help Video Wave keep the
lights on.
On Tuesday, Nov. 12, a benefit screening of Last Black Man will be held at the
Noe Valley Ministry, 1021 Sanchez St.
Besides the movie, the 7 p.m. event will
feature appearances by Talbot and cowriter and friend Jimmie Fails, who stars
in the semi-autobiographical film, along
with Jonathan Majors and Danny Glover.
Also attending the event will be Eddie
Muller, host of Turner Classic Movies'
Noir Alley series.
“We are calling it ‘Save the Last Video
Store in San Francisco,’” said Noe Valley
resident Richard Hildreth, who is coordinating the fundraiser.
Between 160 and 180 seats will be
available, for a minimum donation of
$25. In addition, the film’s distributor,
A24 Films, has donated 20 film posters
that Talbot and Fails will sign and auction
or raffle off.

W

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

CONTINUED ON PAGE 11
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Vaccinations: Scientifically Safe

Fit for Life: Handball champ Rudy
Stadlberger takes some of his exercise at a
24 Hour Fitness location on 24th Street.
Photo by Heidi Anderson

He recalled the Noe Valley house, a
three-level Victorian, was in great shape
and had a big back yard for his growing
family.
Brace Yourself for the Price
Rudy leaned into the table with a big
smile and said, “Want to know how much
I bought it for? Twenty-two thousand!
“It took only a week and a half of my
monthly salary to make the payments!”
At the time, he was working for himself as a machinist on Natoma Street (in
San Francisco’s SOMA District). The shop
CONTINUED ON PAGE 13

This spring, the Voice became aware that Kristine Hicks, a chiropractor working
in Noe Valley, was giving lectures which in part proclaimed her opposition to
vaccination. We interviewed her with the intention of showing that even here in a
supposedly enlightened neighborhood in an enlightened city, there were those
with outlandish views akin to denying climate change. In the interest of
journalistic fairness, we allowed Hicks to state her opinions. We also quoted the
science that denied those opinions. We trusted in our readers' ability to evaluate
and judge the reporting. The following letters are a sampling of the many
responses we received.
—Sally Smith and Jack Tipple, Editors

Vol. XLIII, No. 1I

Tickets are available only through one
source: Video Wave’s GoFundMe page at
gofundme.com/f/videowave. So run,
don’t walk.
The movie was released in June and

Police Forced to Close Block
While Animal Rights Group
Takes Over
By Tom Ruiz

O

n the morning of Monday, Sept. 30,
24th Street shoppers and pedestrians
encountered a no-go zone between
Sanchez and Noe streets being enforced
by San Francisco Police with yellow caution tape stretched across the intersections at both ends of the block.
A crowd of 75 to 100 protesters from
the animal rights group Direct Action
Everywhere (DxE) had descended on
Whole Foods Market at 3950 24th St. to
protest the store’s claim that animals
processed for its product sales were
treated humanely.
A few protesters clambered onto the
roof and displayed a giant cardboard
cutout of the face of Amazon CEO Jeff

Keeping Up With the Upkeep. Deangelo Hargrave spiffs the sidewalks of the 24th Street
main business blocks.
Photo by Art Bodner

t’s been 15 years since the publication
of local author Bill Yenne’s book San
Francisco’s Noe Valley (Arcadia Publishing 2004). That book combined blackand-white photos, illustrations, and maps
dating back to the mid-1800s, and had extended captions explaining the history
and development of the neighborhood.
Yenne’s latest book, Noe Valley Past
and Present, which Arcadia will bring out
Sept. 30, is a sort of companion to the first
book. It’s filled with paired color photos,
beginning in the 1950s, that compare the
neighborhood’s more recent past with its
present.
Yenne has published more than three
dozen books, both fiction and non-fiction.
He might be best known, at least locally,
for his best-selling pictorial book San
Francisco Then and Now (Thunder Bay
Press 2002), which juxtaposed photos of
the city from the past with those from
more modern times.
“Through the years, a lot of people
have asked me when I was going to do a
Noe Valley ‘then and now’ book,” Yenne
says. “They also asked me when I was going to do a book about Noe Valley with
some color in it. Well, I finally did it.”
Yenne is thrilled about the number of
CONTINUED ON PAGE 11

December 2019

™
1954: The backstop was primitive, but the play was intense in the early days of Upper Noe
Rec Center. Before the gym and auditorium were built, kids rounded bases in the open turf
along 30th Street.
Photo sourtesy San Francisco History Center, San Francisco Public Library
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Disproven and Dangerous
Editors:
In the June 2019 Noe Valley Voice, I was dismayed to find that a large part of a
front-page article on vaccines was spent uncritically presenting the unscientific
views of a chiropractor. The woman is quoted extensively: she argues without any
evidence that vaccines should be delayed and spaced out, that vaccine choice should
be left up to our instincts, and that vaccines offer “fake protection.” She recommends a study from a well-known pseudo-scientist that aluminum in vaccines is
harmful, when this has been debunked completely (see CDC and Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia websites). She claims that she is not anti-vaccine, she is pro- A Remodeled Randall Museum
information. The article goes on to say that she didn’t vaccinate her daughter, she
doesn’t believe in getting an annual flu shot, and she believes that vaccines—against Is Not Just a Place for Toddlers
all scientific evidence—cause autism.
By Matthew S. Bajko
I wish to emphasize that these views are unscientific, disproven, and dangerous.
he nine years she served as executive
CONTINUED ON PAGE 7
director of Noe Valley Chamber Music, Tiffany Loewenberg worked out of
her Eureka Street home. She shared her
office space with her husband and their
three kids, plus a brood of chickens
housed in their back yard.
Today, her menagerie of officemates
has significantly grown to include not only
half a dozen professional colleagues but
also a raccoon, a barn owl, a Swanson’s
Hawk, various amphibians, fish, and insects.
The number of children passing through
her workspace is now many times larger.
Her new cacophonous office environment is a result of Loewenberg's having
been hired in August as executive director
of Randall Museum Friends. The booster
group fundraises on behalf of the Corona
Heights facility, owned by the San Francisco Recreation and Park Department.
“I was looking for a change,” said
Loewenberg, who for seven years on most
Saturday mornings would frequent the
museum with her oldest son, Noah, who
is now 18. “The bunnies chewed on his
first shoelaces.”
It was their interactions with the chickens

Loewenberg
Moves From
Music to Museum

T

CONTINUED ON PAGE 9

2019: The ball field, with home plate now facing Day Street, is much improved today and
attracts kids from all over San Francisco. While bats are swinging, toddlers congregate in the
children’s playground, and dogs sprint along two grassy alleys to Joby’s Run.
Photo by Jack Tipple

Upper Noe Recreation Center—A Place for Gardeners, Dogs, and Balls of All Sorts
The Crown Jewel of Noe Valley
Parks Hosts Many Activities

new recreation center. Sometime around
1970, the park unofficially became
known to many residents as Day Street
Park.

SFMTA Keeps
PushingA Short
forHistory of the Area
J-Line Efficiency

By Christopher Pollock|
Historian-in-Residence, San Francisco
Recreation and Parks Department

In 1845, pre-dating the United States
era, a vast tract of the peninsula known as
pper Noe Recreation Center was
Removal
theOppose
San Miguel
Rancho of
was granted to
born after a long labor of loveNeighbors
by its
José de and
Jesús30th
Noé, Streets
the last Mexican alneighbors.
Stop at Church
calde or mayor of Yerba Buena in the
Occupying some three-quarters of a
Matthew
Bajko
Mexican
eraS.of
California history.
block, the playground had a 31-year-long By
In 1853, John Meirs Horner purchased
gestation period, starting in 1935 and culnext
to the
northbound
30th his purthe
tract
from
Noé and platted
minating in 1957 with the dedication oftanding
a
Street J-Church stop, retired Muni operator Will Segen points out how trains
traveling on the line headed to downtown
San Francisco have to make multiple
stops within a few blocks. As the trains
approach Church Street, they are required
to come to a halt at a stop sign mere feet
from the entrance to Café XO.
As soon as they turn right onto Church,
the J trains stop to pick up passengers.
Then the trains must stop again at the intersection with Day Street.
Once through the stop, the trains may
need to stop a third time in order to pick
up a disabled rider using the ramp built
into the roadway on the other side of the
Day Street intersection. The next stop is
mere feet away at the Church and 29th
Street intersection, where the J also picks
up passengers.
With so many stops near each other,
transit planners for years have eyed removing the inbound 30th Street stop as
part of their plans to speed up service on
the notoriously slow line. Seven years
ago, they had floated the idea, since they
Tiffany’s New Friend. Tiffany Loewenberg often walks to her new job as executive
noted the J-Church also stops a block away

U

S

director of Randall Museum Friends, where she gloves up and provides a perch to feathered
friends such as this barn owl.
Photo by Beverly Tharp

chase to develop the city’s first residential suburb, which became known as
Horner’s Addition. Horner’s Addition remained un-built throughout the 1850s
due to the economic downturn at the end
of the decade. Horner was forced to sell
his mostly vacant land at a loss, and large
portions became the property of homestead associations.
The Southern Pacific Railroad, Ocean
View branch, started rolling in 1864. The
trains connected downtown with points
south, aiding development of the neighborhood. With the turn of the 19th to the

20th century, the area became home to
many working-class German and Irish
immigrant families. Schools sprung up
nearby, including the secular Kate
Kennedy School, which was active by
1910, and St. Paul’s School, which
opened in 1916.
With no park existing in the substantially built-out neighborhood, over time
residents began to seek recreation in the
area. In 1926, representatives of the Upper Noe Valley Improvement Association
CONTINUED ON PAGE 13

CONTINUED ON PAGE 11

Douglass
Playground From
Top to Bottom

Backing Each Other Up. Brother and sister Cian and Camille give their views on growing
up as Noe Kids in the column by Katie Burke on page 16.
Photo by Art Bodner

won Talbot—in his debut effort—the
Best Director award at the 2019 Sundance
Film Festival. The film explores a young

Two-Tier Park Carved Out of a
Rock Quarry

CONTINUED ON PAGE 9

Protest Shuts Down Whole Foods
Market and Much of Downtown Noe

Screening Nov. 12 at the Noe Valley
Ministry on Sanchez Street, The Last Black
Man in San Francisco, directed by Joe Talbot
and starring Jimmy Fails and Jonathan
Majors, is a hot ticket, available only
through Video Wave’s GoFundMe page at
gofundme.com/f/videowave.

W

alk along 24th Street, and the handiwork of the Noe Valley Association is visible on nearly every block from
Church Street west to Douglass.
The tree canopy along the neighborhood commercial corridor is largely due
to the work of the association, known formally as the Noe Valley Association—A
Community Benefit District. Since its establishment in 2005, the local CBD has
planted more than 133 trees along the
street.
It also installed all of the hanging
flower baskets, and pays for their watering and upkeep. The eight street benches
dotting the boulevard, as well as the tables and chairs in the two sidewalk
parklets, are also the result of the association’s work.
The improved crosswalks at several intersections and the street gardens, such as
those found on Noe Street outside the
Starbucks, are due to the CBD’s advocacy. The association was also a backer
of the community efforts to turn a former
gas station and parking lot into the Noe
Valley Town Square. Now it serves as the
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By Heidi Anderson

By Katie Burke

F

who is a CPA with McGuire Real Estate
based out of its Marina office. “Supervisor Mandelman is very graciously cohosting it with us. I want them to hear
from neighbors.”
Next March, Milan-Howells plans to
step down as president of the neighborhood group, having served on the board
for 16 years. Still, don't expect her to stop
striving to improve the lives of those
around her—she has a dream, one that
will harness a longtime passion.
A former board member of the Mexican Museum who helped raise funds to
pay for its new building under construction on Mission Street, Milan-Howells
plans to launch a Mexican-American

ll her life, Abby Abinanti has been
rooted in two cultures—that of her
father’s in Noe Valley, and that of her
mother’s people, the Yurok, a California
American Indian tribe whose lands cover
Humboldt and Del Norte counties. The
Klamath River wends through the Yurok
Reservation, home to the largest tribe in
California, with over 6,200 members.
On a late spring day, from a 24th Street
Starbucks window seat, Abinanti holds a
coffee cup, her fingernails polished dark,
a signature style that complements her
wavy, silver-white hair. She reflects on
her upbringing and on her career as a
lawyer and judge, residing in two places.
She’s made a reputation for herself as a
restorative justice champion and the first
Native American woman to pass the bar
exam in California.
Abinanti was born in San Francisco in
1947. Her mother had come down to the
city during World War II from Humboldt
County. “She left the reservation with her
sisters, like a lot of Indians did then, going to big cities to work in the war industry,” Abinanti says. “Many of the women
married guys down here.”
Her Sicilian American father was from
Noe Valley, and his father owned the former shoe repair shop on 24th Street, the
Wooden Heel.
Her paternal grandmother doted on

With Her Eye on the SFMTA. Now in her last year as Upper Noe Neighbors president,
Olga Milan-Howells wants to be a driving force in making the Muni a better option for
getting around.
Photo by Art Bodner

By Olivia Boler

I

By Matthew S. Bajko

By Olivia Boler

A

ally affects all of our residents here.”
The meeting is open to the public, and
Milan-Howells hopes residents will attend to offer their ideas for speeding up
the J-Church line. In addition to SFMTA
staff, Milan-Howells has invited District
8 Supervisor Rafael Mandelman and his
aide who focuses on Noe Valley, Kyle
Smeallie, to come that night.
“If the city wants no public cars and for
all of us to take public transportation to
get around, then Muni has to be reliable,
clean, and efficient,” said Milan-Howells,

Noe Valley Then
And Now
Bill Yenne Pens New (Color)
Pictorial of Neighborhood

24th Street May Be the Cleanest,
Thanks to Members of the
Noe Valley Association

Noe Valley–Yurok Native
Is Chief Justice of the Yurok
Tribal Court

Rudy Stadlberger Is Not About
To Break Up the Handball Team

our years ago, four Noe Valley residents ages 9 to 12 set forth to change
the
for No.
women.
Vol.world
XLIII,
10 Now a six-person
operation, the Noe Valley Girls Film Festival continues its powerful mission and
entertaining event, happening this year on
Sept. 7.
The genesis of the festival was the
founders’ own filmmaking. In 2015,
founders Caitlin Kane, Maggie Marks,
Charlotte Kane, and Ella Marks created a
series of five-minute films called Annoying Apple.
“There was a green Granny Smith apple,” 13-year-old Caitlin explains. “We
drew a little face on it, and we tied it to
dental floss, and we got an iPad and
started filming.” She says the apple went
on adventures, becoming a movie star and
meeting “a bunch of crazy characters.”
This led the foursome to think about
how they could share filmmaking with
others. According to Maggie, now 13,
Joe saw
Talbot
Screens
The
“We
that there
are not
a lotLast
of female
directors
in the
and considering
Black Man
inworld,
San Francisco
as
how much fun we had making our

Community
Benefit District
Up for Renewal

The Distinguished
Career of Judge
Abby Abinanti

By Matthew S. Bajko

September 2019

THE NOE VALLEY VOICE

The Time of the Season. At Flowers of the Valley at 4077 24th St., 6-year-old Vitaly helps his mother Yuliya Labunsky show valentine
hearts to customers. “They’re made of pencil shavings,” she says, “and they last for several seasons.” As the famed day for flowers approaches,
Yuliya advises pre-ordering your favorite flora.
Photo by Beverly Tharp
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By Tom Ruiz

he clouds parted and the day turned
sunny Friday afternoon, May 17, as
the playground at Fairmount Elementary
School filled with students, staff, parents,
and community members eagerly anticipating the appearance of labor leader and
civil rights activist Dolores Huerta.
Last August, the San Francisco Unified
School District voted to change the name
of Fairmount Elementary to Dolores
Huerta Elementary. Now, after a school

W

h, Muni. Whether you love or abhor
it, the San Francisco Municipal Railway, comprising buses and Metro trains,
provides San Francisco riders with a
much-needed service—inexpensive public transportation. Not everyone drives or
owns a car. Not everyone can afford Uber,
Lyft, or taxis. If you ride Muni, you don’t
have to stress about finding parking or car
break-ins.
But this isn’t a story about Muni woes or
glories. It’s about the 48-Quintara/24th
Street bus route, which serves Noe Valley
and neighborhoods from Dogpatch to the
Sunset. The 48 is a crosstown bus traversing the city 24 hours a day, seven days a
week. At its eastern end, it finishes at 20th
and Third streets. Its western terminus varies
depending on whether it’s a weekday, weekend, or evening.
The 48 goes all the way to lower Ocean
Beach weekday mornings and afternoons.
On weekday evenings and weekends, its last
The End of the World As We Know It. After trekking from Third Street and winding through the Mission and Noe Valley, San Francisco
western stop is the Metro station at Ulloa
Muni’s 48-Quintara bus line reaches its western terminus at Rivera Street and the Great Highway—near Ocean Beach.
Photo by Jack Tipple
Street and West Portal Avenue.
The bus runs most frequently
weekday
Vol.
XLIII, No. 8
mornings before 10 a.m.—about every 10
24th and Noe streets, I use the Next Bus app,
people walking their dogs and strollers,
joyas de oro, plata-relojes, cambio de bateminutes. From 10 a.m. to 3 p.m., riders can
and it proves off—it claims the next bus
friends sitting on benches outside Bernie's
rias—watch, gold, and silver repair.” We
expect a 13-minute wait between buses.
heading west will arrive in 50 minutes, so
and Whole Foods enjoying a bit of sun and
note a variety of eateries—cafes, bars,
Surprisingly, the 48 doesn’t run more freconversation, shoppers heading in and out
we opt to go east. Within a minute, a westrestaurants—as well as shops like Alley Cat
quently during afternoon rush hours, 3 to 7
bound bus roars by. We’re miffed the app has
of stores.
Books (3036 24th St.), which sells English
p.m. Instead, it comes every 14 minutes, acled us astray, but a good attitude to cultivate
and Spanish tomes new and used.
Eyes on the Murals
cording to the San Francisco Municipal
when relying on public transit is to give up
Some buildings are colorful, from the
Transportation Agency website. After 7
some control. If you really need to vent, call
We peer out the bus windows as 24th
awning of Sidewalk Juice on 24th and Folp.m., expect it every 20 to 30 minutes.
311 to complain.
Street crosses Dolores Street and dives into
som to the murals adorning exterior walls.
Weekend waits are a steady 20 minutes.
It’s a chilly, sunny winter day with occathe Mission. Shop fronts change—more
We’re tempted to exit the bus and explore.
On the Friday afternoon this Voice resional showers. As we travel through Noe
Spanish appears on windows such as J.J.
porter and her companion catch the bus at
Valley, it's a typical day on 24th Street—
Jewelers (3214 24th St.): “Reparamos,
CONTINUED ON PAGE 9
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ver the next nine months, addressing
the longstanding complaints about
the J-Church Muni line will be at the center of attention for Olga Milan-Howells,
president of Upper Noe Neighbors.
Now in her last year of a three-year
term leading the 31-year-old neighborhood
association, Milan-Howells is working
with the San Francisco Municipal Transportation Agency on a plan for the transit
line that runs along Church Street through
Noe Valley. The trains funnel commuters
either to jobs in downtown San Francisco
or to BART's Balboa Park Station.
Because it runs on city streets for much
of its route, the J-Church line can be a
sluggish ride, having to make frequent
stops at intersections. The SFMTA has
made attempts in recent years to improve
its service, but issues remain.
How to fix them will be the main topic
of discussion at the Upper Noe Neighbors
meeting Wednesday, July 17. The gathering will take place from 7 to 8:30 p.m. at
the Upper Noe Recreation Center.
“This is of extreme importance to our
members,” Milan-Howells said during an
interview in June to talk about her leadership of the neighborhood group. “It re-

Girl Filmmakers
Now Presenting
Fourth Festival

CONTINUED ON PAGE 13

Views of the City
From Bayview to the Beach
By Olivia Boler

Mexican-American Culture
Club Next on the Agenda for
Outgoing President

T

Dolores Huerta
Tells Students
Yes They Can

THE NOE VALLEY VO CET

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

A

Making Upper
Noe a Place You
Love to Live

Persistence Pays Off for
Longtime Activist

By Matthew S. Bajko

Growing Up Alex. Nine-year-old Alex Ausman is passionate about writing and aspects of
the entertainment business. She also enjoys many of the treats life in Noe Valley has to offer.
For more on this energetic and engaging youngster, see Katie Burke’s Noe Kids column on
page 16.
Photo by Art Bodner

CONTINUED ON PAGE 11
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Noe Lawyer
Engineers Ban
On Gun Shows

By Evelyn Rose

B

y its architectural design alone, the
gothic mansion located near Laidley
and Fairmount streets in today’s Fairmount Heights neighborhood evokes a
sense of mystery and intrigue. Yet for
more than a century, that aura has been
enhanced by the house’s association with
Mary Ellen Pleasant, known as the
mother of civil rights in California.
As a woman of color, Pleasant's groundbreaking achievements in the 19th century
would be tempered by the disdain and derision focused against her by white residents
and newspaper organizations of Jim Crow
California. Descriptions of her life have often been sensationalized. Based on hearsay
and innuendo, these characterizations solidified myths and stereotypes rather than celebrating a woman who should be recognized

Take a Ride on
The 48
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An Invasion of Pumpkins and Politicians. Noe Courts was transformed into a pumpkin patch on Oct. 27 of 2018, as State Senator Scott
Wiener brought his Pumpkin Carving Contest back to the neighborhood.
Photo by Art Bodner

Local Chiropractor Disputes
CDC Advice

By Matthew S. Bajko

New Kid on the Block. Some locals have given SkinSpirit a chilly reception, but others
express confidence the spa will bring foot traff

June 2019

Vaccine Medical
Exemption Law
Examined

When the Big One Hits, Will
Noe Valley Be Ready?

S

hortly after Steven Pressman met his
late wife, Liz Perle, in the summer of
2000, he learned that her grandmother
had written about a secret chapter of her
life. In it, Eleanor Kraus detailed how she
and her husband, Gil, were able to secret
out 50 children from Nazi-controlled Vienna in the spring of 1939.
“They had died years ago. I never met
them. But Liz’s grandmother, going back
years ago, had written a private memoir that
described the whole story, beginning to end.
Liz had a copy of it and she showed me it
not long after I met her,” recalled Pressman,
63, who has a three-decade-long career as a
print journalist. “For years I knew a little bit
about what her grandparents had done. By
the time I decided to try this new career as
a filmmaker, I had this incredible story all to
myself.”
His documentary, Fifty Children: The
Rescue Mission of Mr. and Mrs. Kraus,
would be picked up by cable channel HBO,
which debuted it in April 2013.
“It doesn’t really get any better than that

Clean Food on the Go
I admit that we hadn’t taken full advantage of Urban Remedy’s “clean”
plant-based meals, as well as the juice and
soup cleanses. Their food offerings often
look like colorful bowls of salad. We’re
glad to know it’s there, but this was our
chance to try it out.
Some bowls do come with animal proXLIII,
7 but there
teins suchVol.
as salmon
orNo.
chicken,
are plenty of choices without, such as the
Chinese Noodle Salad, made with lowcarb, gluten-free kelp noodles, almonds,
coconut, and cabbage, and the Macro
Bowl, a mix of kale, quinoa, sweet potatoes, pumpkin seeds, beets, and cumin
chickpea croutons, also gluten free.
The Vegan Caesar is a nice salad for
those craving a classic—without the
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CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Union, which was organized in 1869.
The three-story-over-basement building contained 15 classrooms. Three freestanding buildings contained individual
classrooms as well. Known as Noe Valley Primary School, the main building
was completed about 1904 for $29,474.
As with most other contemporary
schools, the construction was of wood.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 11

Noe Valley in 2018 Featured
Many Moves and Some Drama

Photo courtesy Stephen Texeira

The Voice learned of the department’s
decision in mid-March, four days prior to
the dog park’s reopening Saturday, March
23, following its annual winter closure.
Reached via email in Honduras, where he
was traveling at the time, Friends of Upper Douglass Dog Park member Jeff
Parker thanked the city agency for listening to the concerns of the group. It had
fought to maintain the established hours.
Parker told the Voice “it makes sense”
May
to try enforcing
the2019
times when professional dog walkers can use the play area
as a first step. “We hope it calms the early
morning vehicle traffic, noise, and car
door slamming,” wrote Parker.

Resilient Group
Gets Shakin’

n the pre–United States era, a vast tract
of the peninsula known as the San
Miguel Rancho was granted by Mexico
in 1845 to José de Jesús Noé.
In 1853, John Meirs Horner purchased
the tract from Noé and platted his purchase to develop Horner’s Addition, the
city’s first residential suburb. Horner’s
Addition remained unbuilt due to an economic downturn, and Horner was forced
to sell his mostly vacant land, which was
purchased to create homestead association tracts.
As the 19th century turned to the 20th,
German and Irish immigrants flooded
Noe Valley. They were lured by easy
availability of transportation to downtown. With the area’s growth, the San
Francisco Board of Education established
that a district school was to be built with
an appropriation amount of $45,000 in
1898.
The site chosen occupied one-third of
the east end of the block bordered by Elizabeth, Douglass, and 24th streets. It was
purchased during the years 1901 and
1902 from four different owners. This
.93-acre purchase was a part of the tract
known as the Noe Garden Homestead

Lighting the Way. Firefly has proven a draw to all those in search of healthy seasonal
comfort cuisine.
Photo by Art Bodner

The Link Is Tenuous
But We’ll Take It

By Matthew S. Bajko
ince becoming executive director of
the nonprofit Bay Nature Institute and
publisher of its quarterly magazine Bay
Nature in August 2017, Regina Starr
Ridley has made a variety of editorial
changes, some more noticeable than others to readers of the nearly two-decadeold publication. All are summed up in the
tweak she and her staff made to the magazine’s tagline.
For years it had been, “An exploration of
nature in the San Francisco Bay Area.” The
narrowly focused scope on the local environment, however, no longer reflected the
larger environmental issues the magazine
was covering, which had far broader implications than just in the nine counties that
comprise the Bay Area.
So last October, the staff debuted a new
tagline. Derived from a quote attributed to
Albert Einstein, it now reads, “Look into

By Matthew S. Bajko

Veritable Vegan Delights. Urban Remedy store manager Ariana Olivares shows one of
her personal favorite vegan meals, the Macro Bowl, which is also gluten free. Urban Remedy,
at 3870 24th St., is one of several local spots now catering to vegan tastes. Photo by Jack Tipple

Mary Ellen
Pleasant and the
House on Laidley

Fueled by a Love of Magazines
And Martha & Bros. Coffee

S

South of the Border
A few neighborhood eateries have
really gone out of their way to make vegans feel welcome with a few different
menu choices. One of the toughest things
about being vegan, Paul often says, is the
lack of variety when it comes to textures
and flavors.
Our favorite Noe Valley vegan bargain
eats is Casa Mexicana on 24th Street.
The bean veggie burrito is a vegan staple.
Ask for rice, vegetables of your choice,
and beans. They’re all vegan. Tortilla
chips and salsa, along with a beverage—
complimentary water, agua fresca, soft
drinks, tea, or beer—make it a meal that
will fill you up.
If we want a vegan Latinx experience
that’s a little more hipster, we head up
24th Street to The Little Chihuahua.
They boast a tasty salsa bar and warm,
thin salty tortilla chips. Sometimes we
double down on our meal with a bowl of
guacamole, which complements the
grilled veggies or chile verde tofu burrito
fillings. They also offer vegetarian refried
and black beans.
Try their fried plantain burrito—just
hold the cheese and sour cream. The
tostada salad is also delicious featuring
pico de gallo, avocado, black beans, and
a lime-cilantro dressing. Hold the queso
fresco to make it vegan. My daughter really likes a basic order of beans and rice,
which both Chihuahua and Casa offer.

Who Knows
Where the Time
Flows
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His Bucket List. In a half hour or less, Eric Stahl can pick up all the cigarette butts, candy
wrappers, and other debris he finds cluttering his 22nd Street sidewalk. Photo by Heidi Anderson

By Pat Rose

F

Bay Nature
Grows in Noe

Shining a Light on Untold
Holocaust Stories

e’re already into the second month
of 2019, and perhaps you’ve made
promises to eat more healthy food. Maybe
you’ve looked at the data about how
much the beef, dairy, and poultry industries contribute to greenhouse gases. Or
maybe you are a picky eater who thinks
meat is “gross,” like one of my children,
who shall remain nameless. I will admit
that I live with a vegan, my husband, Paul
Marshall, so when the Voice asked me
about our dining options in Noe Valley, I
was game to review our favorites and
check out some we hadn’t yet tried.

irefly, the popular Noe Valley restaurant, just celebrated its 25th anniversary. Originally started by current owner
Brad Levy and his former business partner Veva Edelson in 1993, the space at
4288 24th St. near Douglass Street features a playful three-dimensional Firefly
over the front door.
The 60-seat, two-room restaurant employs a staff of 30 in a comfortable, whimsical space. Small tables in the front room
are flanked by a cozy wood bar that offers
patrons additional seating to enjoy dinner
under a giant “Heaven’s Scoop” sculpture
created by San Francisco artist Lawrence
LaBianca hanging from the ceiling. In fact,
all of the art is created by locals—a painting
of tricycles by Allison Gildersleeve (once a
former server) hangs over the bar and a
group of abstract paintings by local artist
Jackie Farkus hangs in the upper dining
room. Muslin-covered ceilings in both
rooms give the spaces a comforting feel.
Levy says word of mouth from loyal customers has kept diners coming back—for
the popular Mary’s Fried Chicken, Moqueca
Baina (Brazilian fish stew), griddled daikon
radish cakes, and Japanese sweet potato
tostones. Recently, he reflected on the many
changes the restaurant has seen, particularly
in the past five years.
“A few different things came together to
kind of shape our identify a bit, one being

visit to Video Wave can be a transformative experience unlike that
available at any other retailer in Noe Valley, or in San Francisco. What you can
rent or purchase at Video Wave is a
unique view of the world, an experience
both new and familiar that stimulates the
mind and the senses—in two words:
movie magic.
With a carefully curated collection of
nearly 20,000 titles that is continually expanding, Video Wave has literally something for every taste: documentary films,
festival winners, current hit movies and
TV series, an extensive foreign-language
section, and films from the critically acclaimed Criterion Collection of modern
classics. Other movie options, such as the
internet-streaming service Netflix, have
only around 7,000 titles.
Stepping into Video Wave, one enters
a slightly funky library of movie history.
Your tour guide, owner Colin Hutton,
says, “Let me know if you have any questions.” He’s perfectly ready to expound

Noe Dog Park
To Stay Open
Six Days a Week

By Olivia Boler

W
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Pressman
Documents With
Insightful Films

It’s Easier Than You Think

Destination Restaurant
Lights Up Western Noe Valley

Editors’ Note: Noe Valley has many
institutions, individuals, and enterprises
that make it a unique neighborhood.
This month, the Voice takes a look at
one, the venerable movie rental
emporium Video Wave.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 13

‘Chief Trash Officer’ of 22nd Street
Inspiring Others to Adopt Their
Own Blocks

ince Don McCunn released his 1973
book How to Make Sewing Patterns,
an instructional manual for creating custom-fit bras, the guide has never gone out
of print.
The price has increased $16. It now
costs $24.95 for a paperback version.
And rather than go through a publisher,
as he initially did, McCunn now selfpublishes the book and the 10 other titles
he has since written, via his own website.
He credits the advent of the Internet, and
a certain online retailing behemoth in particular, for his debut book’s continued
popularity.
“I would not be here today if not for
Amazon. The book in 1973 was difficult

Eating Vegan in
Noe Valley

Firefly Captures
Success with
Flavor and Flair

Unique Survivor Enlivens
Neighborhood

By Matthew S. Bajko

By Corrie M. Anders

T

he owner of a vacant Noe Valley
mansion, purchased last year for
nearly $10 million, has asked the San
Francisco Planning Department for permission to demolish the century-old
home and replace it with a significantly
larger residence.
In its Feb. 26 application, the owner
asked the department to authorize a building permit to raze the dwelling at 801
Sanchez St. at 21st Street. The property
sits at the apex of a double lot that has a
commanding, unobstructed view of the
city from downtown to the Bay.
Woof Hall LCC, a limited liability corporation, purchased the property for
$9,995,000 on March 1, 2018, from the

Always Ready
For Its Close-Up,
Video Wave
Serves Dreams

How Would You
Like a Bra That
Actually Fits?
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Sanchez Hill
Mansion Faces
Demolition
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By Christopher Pollock

W

Evidence of Function. The parking lot
for the Noe Valley Walgreens on Castro
Street has one electric charging station that
is sometimes working, as in this photo
taken Oct. 31.
Photo by Jack Tipple

Bezos, with a bubble above it saying, “I
profit from criminal animal abuse.”
Store manager Melanie Holt said other
protesters came inside the store and held
a “teach-in” about the wrongs they believed the company had committed in its
treatment of animals.
Still other protesters locked arms to
block the main entrance, some chaining
themselves together, while others superglued themselves at a second entrance to
prevent the flow of customers, causing
management to suspend operations and
call police.
A slew of police cars and officers
massed in the parking lot to protect the
store and monitor activities on the street.
A simultaneous protest was held at Amazon's office on Sansome Street, where
several activists handcuffed themselves
together including former Baywatch

more readily accessible, we will promote
even greater EV adoption, which will reduce emissions, improve air quality,
lower asthma rates, and create a more livable city for all.”
According to the city agency, 600 public EV-charging stations have been installed in San Francisco since the 1990s.
Because many residents live in apartments or homes without garages, and
thus lack easy access to electrical outlets
to recharge their EVs, having publicly accessible charging stations is a necessity
for the city to achieve its goals.
Without them, supporters of EV ownership contend, it creates a roadblock to
convincing people to give up their gas-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 13

CONTINUED ON PAGE 11

The View in the 1930s. The developing site of Douglass Playground, seen here in a photo taken from Douglass and 27th streets, shows
newly planted trees and the early configuration of the park’s lower terrace, with tennis courts near the entrance at 26th Street.
Photo courtesy OpenSFHistory.org / Western Neighborhoods Project / David Gallagher

hether you’re a Noe Valley resident
with two legs or four, chances are
you’re familiar with Douglass Playground, Noe Valley's largest park, running
along Douglass Street from Clipper to
27th Street. But what was the property before dogs frolicked on the park’s upper
terrace and kids on the lower playground?
Back in the 1890s, George and Harry
Gray, two siblings with less than sterling
reputations, owned the property, which
they used as a quarry—one of four they
owned in the city. They dynamited the
hillside to harvest "hard, blue-grained
metamorphic sandstone." (Some of the
stone was used to build McLaren Lodge
in Golden Gate Park.) However, after an
uncontrolled blast killed a worker in
1917, the Blue Rock Quarry at 26th and
Douglass was closed.
In March of 1922, the Gray Brothers
company filed with the city to reopen it.
But objections by residents forced the
Streets and Fire Committees of the Board
of Supervisors to reject the petition. With
CONTINUED ON PAGE 13

Starting Out
With Good Communication
Nobody knows the diverse communities of this city
like the San Francisco Neighborhood Newspaper
Association. Member publications have been
providing local news, features and advertising
to readers for over 30 years.
If you have a business or service that you’d like to
promote, the 12 publications of the SFNNA
have easy and affordable ad options available.
Want to reach the families and residents that
depend on the nearly 200,000 copies
distributed monthly?

Go to sfnna.com
or call

Photo by Art Bodner

Pat Rose 415.608.7634

San Francisco Neighborhood Newspaper Association
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Noe Valley: Past & Present Trivia Bingo by Bill Yenne

FREE
SPACE

The above “Bingo” game was created by Bill Yenne from his book Noe Valley: Past & Present, which is
available at Folio Books, 3957 24th St. Answers to the game are on page 22 of this issue, but don’t peek!

Design / Build
Custom Home Renovation
Green Building
Foundation Replacements
New Garages

Event, Location & Studio

Portrait Photography
by

Arthur Mitchell Bodner
(415) 648-2735
artbay@yahoo.com

CA LICENSE #706747

Come visit my comfortable Noe Valley home studio!

415.731.4542

www.bbirminghaminc.com
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Reader Survey Results
F

or several months last year, the Voice printed a questionnaire seeking input from
readers. We wanted to know if you had any suggestions, criticisms or kudos
(gladly accepted).
When the responses were tallied, we found that your favorite column in the Voice
is Store Trek, followed closely by Short Takes. Both received 70% of the votes. Next
was Rumors at 67% and the History Photo with 64%. Readers Photos were also popular.
The overwhelming request was to reinstitute the Police Beat column (we’re working on it), followed by a column focusing on LGBTQ people and issues. Most people
who responded to the survey live in or near Noe Valley and read the print edition as
opposed to the online version.
Most people were supportive and complimentary of our efforts (see sample
below). But we’re especially sensitive to the criticism some voiced. We appreciate
the time you spent to share your thoughts.
To all we offer our sincere thanks for participating. We’ll keep on publishing and
looking to improve.
Special thanks to those who included anecdotes about their own Noe Valley story,
such as the excerpt at right.
—Jack Tipple

A Noe Valley Story
I consider myself a “daughter of the Noe Valley pioneers”. My great grandmother bought a new house at
821 Alvarado Street before the 1906 earthquake. The
house was inherited by my grandfather and grandmother where they raised their four daughters. All four
went to Alvarado and James Lick schools. I was raised
three blocks away on Worth Street and went to St.
Philip and ICA schools. I now own a house on
Diamond Street and with my husband, raised our
daughter who attended Rooftop Elementary.
Patti Martin

ST. JOHN CATHOLIC SCHOOL
where community matters

Member of the National
Association of Enrolled Agents

• Individual
• Business Returns
• Electronic Filing

offering traditional
faith-based education
while incorporating
cutting edge technology

• Tax Planning
• Prior Year Returns
• Out-of-State Returns

Call for an appointment TODAY!

300 Vicksburg Street #1, San Francisco • 415-821-3200

925 CHENERY STREET s SAN FRANCISCO, CA

(on the corner of 24th near Church Street)
IMAGE: SONPHOTO.COM

www.stjohnseagles.com

415.584.8383
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Voice Readers

Rambled On
In 2019

Dale Fehringer and Patty McCrary
paused to read while on their hike to Tiger’s
Nest in Bhutan.

Stefan Gruenwedel of Elizabeth Street trekked to Morocco in June with a small group of Reed College alumni. He found time to finish reading his copy of the Voice while exploring a bazaar in Marrakech.
Photo by Dennis McGilvray

Ron Stenger (left) and Buck Melton ventured far from their home on Eureka Street and
posed in front of the pool at El Retiro Park in Madrid.

Noe Valley Voice associate editor Corrie M. Anders carried his credentials to the Casa Batlló
a Barcelona home designed by modernist architect Antonio Gaudi, designer of the famed
Sagrada Familia Cathedral.

Show the world where you’ve been! Send a photo with a brief note of your
travel to editor@noevalleyvoice.com.Thank you!

Retired orthpedic surgeon Kari Koskinen checked his copy of the Voice while waiting at the
train station in Rovaniemi, Lapland, Finland.
Photo by Beverly Tharp
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NOE
VALLEY

Schwed

CUSTOM HOME CONSTRUCTION,
ADDITIONS AND REMODELS

Lic. #944258 • (415) 738-9412
mcgowanbuilders@gmail.com • www.mcgowanbuilt.com

Quit Smoking in One Session

construction

DR. JONATHON D. GRAY • HYPNOSIS

SERVING SAN FRANCISCO
FOR OVER 25 YEARS

SAN FRANCISCO • 415-563-2333

HISTORIC RESTORATION
CUSTOM REMODELING
MAJOR RECONSTRUCTION
FOUNDATIONS – ADDITIONS
KITCHENS – BATHS

Addictions • Stress Reduction
Pain Control • Weight Control
Phobias • Optimum Performance

WWW.SCHWED.NET

415 - 285 - 8207
MEMBER:

Custom reupholstery service in Noe Valley. If you have a
special piece that needs some TLC (reupholstery, custom
cushions, frame repairs, fabric, etc.) please contact me.

Email or call for a quote today!
sue@redorenew.com | (415) 309-0531
www.redorenew.com

VSA Construction

GENERAL CONTRACTOR
STATE LIC. NO. 579875

LOCAL
Services



    


  

General Contractor
LIC # 990233
No job too small
Old World Craftmanship

(415) 877-1293

Rick Collins

HANDYMAN

Macintosh Help

Custom & Refaced Cabinets,

29 Years Experience

Troubleshooting/Tutoring
Tune-Ups/Upgrades
SFMacMan.com

(415) 821-1792

ImagiKnit is San Francisco’s
premiere yarn shop. Want a
unique gift? Knitting or Crochet
lessons! The gift of a new skill
can last a lifetime!
Shop online www.imagiknit.com

3897 18th Street
(415) 621-6642

SERVICES
Replacing Dry Rot Deck Planks

Carpentry, Painting,

ATTORNEYS AT LAW

Complete Demolition Service

4091 24th Street

Call Miguel (510) 333-0732

(415) 641-0700

N O E VA L L E Y

VOICE ARTIFACTS

SUBMISSIONS

THE NOE VALLEY VOICE

THE NOE VALLEY VOICE
invites you to submit stories, poems, and essays for possible publication in the
Voice. We are particularly interested in fiction and first-person pieces for the
Other Voices page. Submissions under 1,500 words are preferred. Email
OtherVoices@noevalleyvoice.com or write Editor, Noe Valley Voice, P.O. Box
460249, San Francisco, CA 94146. Please include
your name, email address, and phone number. Thank you.

website at
www.noevalleyvoice.com

features the current issue, in digital or
downloadable form. The site also
archives Voice issues from 1996 to the
present (see Back Issues). Older
editions, dating from May 1977, are
stored at the Noe Valley and Main
Libraries, and in the Internet Archive at
Archive.org/details/noevalleyvoice

C L A S S A D S
The Noe Valley Voice Class Ads will return with our February edition.
If you’d like your ad to be included, please see the information below
and note that the deadline is January 15. Thanks.

How to Place A Class AD
Type or print the text of your ad, multiply the number of words by 40¢ per word, and send us a
check for the total. (A phone number, including area code, counts as one word.) Then mail your ad
text and payment, made out to the Noe Valley Voice, so that we receive it by the 15th of the month
before the month in which you’d like to advertise. The address is Noe Valley Voice Class Ads, P.O.
Box 460249, San Francisco, CA 94146. (Sorry, we don’t accept Class Ads by phone or email.)
10 for 10 discount: The Noe Valley Voice publishes Class Ads 10 months a year. (We’re on vacation
in January and August.) If you place the same class ad in 10 issues, you get a 10 percent discount. To
figure your cost, deduct 10 percent from the total due for 10 issues. The next Voice Class Ads will
appear in the February 2020 issue, distributed in Noe Valley the first week of October. The deadline for Class Ads submission is January 15.
The Class Ads are also displayed at www.noevalleyvoice.com.
Only the first few words of the ad will be set in bold. Also, receipts and tear sheets are provided only
if your order is accompanied by a self-addressed, stamped envelope. Refunds are not granted unless
we have made an error. .

Give directly to
a homeless
neighbor
HandUp.org
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Out with the Old

Castro Street at 24th. As nature reminds us of the seasonal changes, we have a chance to reflect and perhaps renew vows to be our best selves. Kindness and the willingness to listen to
other points of view are keys to uniting us with a hope for a green and energized future. Happy New Year.
Photo by Jack Tipple

JAX PIX
SOME OF THE BEST
IN 2019 NOE VALLEY
Many Noe Valley businesses continued to
contribute to the vitality of our neighborhood in 2019. Here’s an opinionated look
at some of the notable players and their
work. —Editor/Co-Publisher Jack Tipple

So Long Spin City – Hello
Noe Café
Owner Christian Ritter reports that permits are in hand, paper is up on the windows, and the popular corner caffeine emporium Spin City Coffee is in the early
stages of an extensive remodel and rebranding that will transform the space
into Noe Café.
Maricar, boss lady and chief barrista at
Spin City, rivals the coffee queens of 24th
Street, Bernie and Martha, for charisma
and coffee-curating skill. Her energy and
infectious smile will warm you as well as
her brews. Soon, the washers and dryers
of Spin City’s laundromat days will be
gone and the café will be in place.
Noe Café will still feature the Noe Valley Coffee brand of beans. The flavors are
varied and exquisite. My current favorite
is the Costa Rica blend.
Noe Café
1299 Sanchez Street at 26th Street
415-645-3104
noevalleycoffee.com

If you miss the flavors of Noe Valley Coffee
while Spin City is closed for remodeling
and rebranding, the 26th and Guerrero
Market and Stephen Moore Home on 24th
carries the beans.
You’ll have to do your laundry elsewhere, but Spin City Coffee will soon be called Noe Café
and boast a comfortable cafe environment complete with the flavors of Noe Valley Coffee
Photos by Jack Tipple
and Maricar’s trademark service with a smile.

Video Wave Benefit Screening
Long one of our favorite Noe Valley
venues, Video Wave movie-rental store
exists on the thinnest of financial margins. Enter the prize-winning director and
the star of the film The Last Black Man
in San Francisco, who offered to present
a benefit screening of the film at the Noe
Valley Ministry Nov. 12. More than
$26,000 was raised. Our unique local
gem continues to need neighborhood
support. Open every day except Wednesday. Contributions to their GoFundMe

campaign
can
be
made
gofundme.com/f/videowave.

at

Video Wave of Noe Valley
4027 24th Street
415-550-7577

Swann Swings Strings of Light
Noe Valley Merchants Association
president Rachel Swann engineered the
installation of a suspended string of lights
on both sides of 24th Street in downtown
Noe Valley. The illumination was up in
early December and will stay after the
holiday season and throughout the year.
Coming to the end of her term at the
NVMA, Swann will continue to be active
in the neighborhood. She heads the local
real estate office The Agency – San Francisco, headquartered in Noe Valley.

SkinSpirit Fills 24th St. Spot
The high-end skin and body care spa
opened its second San Francisco location
here in October. Their comfortably designed interior is home to the friendliest
and most efficient staff and practitioners,
led by manager Jane Yeh. One facial will
leave you relaxed, glowing, and booking
your next visit.
SkinSpirit
3939 24th Street
415-685-0510
skinspirit.com/locations/noe-valley/

The Agency San Francisco
3848 24th Street
415-548-7777
theagencyre.com/sanfrancisco

Lola Lifts Art
Lola Herrera creates exciting fashion
art at Lola of San Francisco, her clothing
store at 1250 Sanchez St. She also hosts
frequent art exhibits at the shop. The January show presents the work of Peninsula
printmaker and wax artist Lonnie Zarem
through Jan. 3. On Jan. 17, 5 p.m., poets
Patrick Cahill, Stephen Kopel, Jane
Rades, and Nancy Wakeman will visit.

A pre-screening talk by (left to right) by the star of The Last Black Man in San Francisco,
Jimmie Fails, director Joe Talbot and the host of Turner Classic Movies Noir Alley, Eddie
Muller, came before the Video Wave benefit.

Lola of San Francisco
1250 Sanchez Street at Clipper
415-642-4875
lolasanfrancisco.com/home.html

SkinSpirit store manager Jane Yeh
encouraged a Voice editor in December to
get in the holiday spirit with a balloon
beard and hat.

JAX PIX
SOME OF THE BEST
IN 2019 NOE VALLEY
the restaurant in that space that bore his
name. On the Noe Street side, Tadlock
painted the outstretched hands of the sisters in front of a growing leaf, symbolizing the evolution of this family effort.
This 2019, Tadlock did a portrait of the
sisters which is displayed inside.
NOVY
4000 24th Street at Noe Street
415-829-8383
novysf.com

Urban Remedy Really Rocks
“Fresh, clean, organic” salads, juices
with hundreds of tasty options from savory to sweet. Combine that with cheery
and knowledgeable employees and you
have one of my favorite spots to chill and
refresh.
Urban Remedy
3870 24th Street
510-974-0687
urbanremedy.com
Urban Remedy store manager Ariana Olivaras can help you find the right vegan foods so you can feel good about what you eat. Her current
Photos by Jack Tipple
personal favorite is the Burrito Bowl.

NERT Training in January
This item is repeated from the December Short Take by Richard May. It’s too
important not to run again,
Noe Valleyans have another chance to
prepare for disaster. A new NERT sixweek training course in disaster preparedness starts Thursday, Jan. 9, and continues through Thursday, Feb. 13, at Holy
Innocents Church, 455 Fair Oaks St. All
classes run from 6 to 9:30 p.m. The course
is free.
NERT stands for Neighborhood Emergency Response Team and is a program
of the San Francisco Fire Department.
The classes are on assembling a survival
kit, formulating a family disaster plan, basic disaster medicine, doing search and
rescue, learning response skills useful in
an emergency, and team organization.
To sign up, go to sf-fire.org/trainingschedule-registration.

Hi-Way Burger & Fry
Noe Valley has several good options
for satisfying my burger craving: Barney’s Gourmet Hamburgers and of course
NOVY. Enter the full-flavored contender
Hi-Way Burger & Fry. If you don’t order
yours with grilled onions, you’re missing
something incredible. Add fast and efficient service and a modest price and
you’ve got a winner.
Hi-Way Burger & Fry
3853 24th Street
415-641-6000
hi-wayburger.com

NOVY Owners Continue Their
Creative Streak
Alexander Tadlock’s portrait of Kathryn and Kristen Gianaras now graces the interior of
their popular restaurant NOVY.You’ll often see the sisters themselves as they’re active
owners and operators.

In September of 2018, sisters Kristin
and Kathryn Gianaras, proprietors of
NOVY Restaurant on 24th Street hired
muralist Alexander Tadlock to paint their
exterior and include a portrait of their
grandfather Panos Gianaras, originator of

Hit the Hi-Way. Mmmmmm. Any time. Any
day.
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Jan. 1-11 The RECOLOGY Artistin-Residence Program hosts a
group exhibition to celebrate its 30
year anniversary and to honor
founder Jo Hanson. Wed. & Thurs.,
1-6 pm; Sat., noon-3 pm. Arc
Gallery, 1246 Folsom.
recology.com.
Jan. 1-12: Inclusions Gallery
exhibits “Retrospective 12,”
ARTWORK by 12 Bay Area artists.
Wed.-Sat., 1-7 pm; Sun., 1-6 pm. 627
Cortland. 817-1493;
inclusionsgallery.com.
Jan.1-29: AL-ANON meets
Wednesdays, including holidays,
from 8 to 9:30 pm at St. Philip
Church. 725 Diamond. 834-9940;
al-anonsf.org.
Jan. 1-31: Noe Valley
OVEREATERS Anonymous meets
Monday through Saturday, 7 am, at
St. Aidan’s Church, 101 Gold Mine.
oasf.org.
Jan. 1-31: The 30th Street SENIOR
CENTER’s Mission Nutrition
program serves lunches for people
over 60, weekdays and Saturdays,
including holidays. Noon and 1 pm.
225 30th. 550-2226.
Jan. 1 & Feb. 5: The GLBT
HISTORY Museum is free on first
Wednesdays. 11 am-7 pm. 4127
18th. 621-1107; glbthistory.org
Jan. 2: The monthly self-guided
Castro ART WALK features
exhibits by local artists in various
neighborhood businesses. 6-9 pm.
For a map and list of artists:
castroartwalk.com.
Jan. 2-30: Miss Catherine tells
TODDLER TALES with books,
rhymes, music, and movement on
Thursdays. 10:15 & 11 am. Noe
Valley Library, 451 Jersey. 355-5707;
sfpl.org.

• J A N UA R Y 2 0 2 0 •
Jan. 2-30: The Noe Valley Town
Square offers group MEDITATION
Thursdays, from 8 to 9 am. 3861
24th. noevalleytownsquare.com.
Jan. 2-30: Newcomers welcome
at the AL-ANON Literature
Discussion, meeting Thursdays at
Bethany UMC, from 7:15 to 8:30
pm. 1270 Sanchez.
Jan. 2-30: Bring your storehouse
of knowledge to TRIVIA NIGHT on
Thursdays at the Dubliner, 3838
24th. 8 pm. 285-0674;
brainstormer.com.
Jan. 2-31: BootCampSF conducts
FITNESS training Mondays,
Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Fridays at
8:30 am. SF Rec Center Basketball
Court, 30th and Whitney. 5679009; bootcampsf.com.
Jan. 3: Lola San Francisco exhibits
the work of PRINTMAKER Lonnie
Zarem through January. Reception
5-8 pm. 1250 Sanchez.
lolasanfrancisco.com.
Jan. 3-31: The Haight Ashbury
Flower Power WALKING TOUR
begins at 10:30 am Tuesdays and
Saturdays, and 2 pm Fridays.
haightashburytour.com.
Jan. 3-31: Chris Sequeira leads a
free Friday KARAOKE for Adults
gathering at Upper Noe Rec
Center. 6:30-8:30 pm. 295 Day. 9708061.
Jan. 3-31: The Friday night JAZZ
series continues at Bird & Beckett
bookstore, from 5:30 to 8 pm;
Saturday night JAZZ is 7:30 to 10
pm. 653 Chenery. 586-3733;
birdbeckett.com.

Jan. 4-25: Each Saturday, the Noe
Valley FARMERS MARKET brings
you fresh produce and live music
from 8 am to 1 pm. 3861 24th. 2481332; noevalleyfarmersmarket.com.
Jan. 4-25: Upper Noe Rec Center
offers free Vinyasa YOGA CLASSES
Saturdays 9:15-10:15 am. Day &
Sanchez. 970-8061;
noevalleyreccenter.com.
Jan. 4-25:The de Young Museum
and the Legion of Honor have
FREE ADMISSION for residents of
all nine Bay Area counties, every
Saturday of the month, besides the
first Tuesday of the month (Dec. 3
& Jan. 7). 750-3600;
deyoungmuseum.org.
Jan. 4-25:The Randall Museum’s
close-up of California wildlife,
“Meet the ANIMAL KEEPER,”
happens Saturdays at 2 pm. 199
Museum Way. 554-9605.

Jan. 4 & Feb. 1: Learn to knit and
crochet at the Noe Valley Library’s
KNITTING CIRCLE. 2-4 pm. 451
Jersey. 355-5707; sfpl.org.
Jan. 5: Political group ACTION SF
meets from 1 to 2:30 pm. Email to
learn location:
actionsfsolidarity@gmail.com;
resistry.net.
Jan. 5 & 19: SF City Guides offers a
free WALKING TOUR of Noe
Valley on first and third Sundays at
1:30-3:30 pm. Meet at the Noe

San Francisco itself is art,
above all literary art.
Every block is a short story,
every hill a novel.
— William Saroyan

Happy reading
from your friends at
Folio Books.

foliosf.com
@foliosf

For a full description of all our upcoming events visit: foliosf.com/events

Jan. 5-26: A free T’AI CHI class at
the Noe Valley Town Square is
scheduled for Sundays, 9 to 9:50
am. 3861 24th.
noevalleytownsquare.com.
Jan. 5-26: Bring your own mat to a
free YOGA CLASS at the Noe
Valley Town Square. Sundays, 10-11
am. 3861 24th.
noevalleytownsquare.com.
Jan. 5-26:Meet at the gold fire
hydrant at 20th and Church at 11
am Sundays for a City Guides
walking tour of the area around
MISSION DOLORES. 557-4266;
sfcityguides.org.
Jan. 5 & Feb. 2: The Asian Art
Museum offers FREE ADMISSION
on the first Sunday of the month,
courtesy of Target. 200 Larkin. 5813500; asianart.org.

Jan. 4-28: Meet under the rainbow
flag at Harvey Milk Plaza (Castro
and Market) for a City Guides
walking tour of the CASTRO. Sat.,
Sun. & Tues., 11 am. 557-4266;
sfcityguides.org.

3957 24th St.| 415-821-3477

Valley Library, 451 Jersey. 557-4266;
sfcityguides.org.

Jan. 6, 13 & 27: The ACC
Conversation Club meets from
4:30 to 5:30 pm at the Noe Valley
Library. 451 Jersey. For details, email
krismoser@aol.com.
Jan. 7 & 21: Bethany United
Methodist Church offers free
KNITTING lessons with Ray
Capiral on first and third Tuesdays;
free yarn, needles, and instruction.
7-8:30 pm. 1270 Sanchez. 647-8393;
bethanysf.org.

Jan. 7-28: Volunteer on Tuesdays
to make meals for the hungry at
Civic Center Plaza at “Curry
Without Worry.” 1:30-5 pm.
Bethany UMC, 1270 Sanchez. 6478393; bethanysf.org.
Jan. 7-28: TOWN SQUARE
TUESDAYS feature a farmer's
market, music, and kids’ activities in
the Noe Valley Town Square. 3-7
pm. 3861 24th.
noevalleytownsquare.com.
Jan. 7-28: John McClean Wolf
leads SACRED YOGA Tuesdays at
Holy Innocents. 7-8 pm. 455 Fair
Oaks. 824-5142; holyinsf.org.
Jan. 7-29: The Eureka Valley
Library hosts STORYTIME for
babies in English and Spanish on
Tuesdays, 10:30-11:15 and
Wednesdays, 1:30 to 2:15. 1 Jose
Sarria Court (16th & Market). 3555616; sfpl.org.
Jan. 8: RESILIENT Noe Valley
meets from 12:30 to 2 p.m. Noe
Valley Ministry, 1021 Sanchez. 2822317.
Jan. 8: The GREAT BOOKS
discussion group meets from 6:30
to 8:30 pm at the Noe Valley
Library. 451 Jersey. 355-5707;
sfpl.org.
Jan. 8 & 22: Children 4 and up can
read to a dog named Herbee at
PUPPY DOG TALES. 4:15-5:15 pm.
Eureka Valley Library, 1 Jose Sarria
Court (16th & Market). 355-5616;
sfpl.org.

Jan. 7-28: The Eureka Valley
Library tells TODDLER TALES on
Tuesdays, 10:30 am. 1 Jose Sarria
Court (16th & Market). 355-5616;
sfpl.org.
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Jan. 8, 15, 22 & 29: Charlie’s
Corner offers children’s Spanish
STORY TIMES. 10 am, noon, 3 & 5
pm. 4102 24th. 641-1104;
charliescorner.com.
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by mezzo-soprano Melinda
Martinez Becker and pianist Ava
Soifer. 7 pm. For private home
location: 820-1429;
musiconthehill.org.

• CALENDAR •

Jan. 8-29: Chris Sequeira leads
free senior QI GONG classes
Wednesdays 1 to 3 pm, at Upper
Noe Rec Center, Day & Sanchez.
773-8185; livingtaichi@yahoo.com

Jan. 27: Charlie’s Corner offers a
Mad Hatter TEA PARTY storytime
to celebrate Lewis Carroll’s
birthday. 4102 24th. 641-1104;
charliescorner.com.

Jan. 8-29: Holy Innocents
Episcopal Church holds
Candlesong, a TAIZE-style service
followed by a potluck on
Wednesdays from 6 to 8 pm. 455
Fair Oaks. 824-5142.

Jan. 28: MISSION POLICE
STATION holds its community
meeting the last Tuesday of the
month. 6 pm. 630 Valencia. Call to
confirm: 558-5400;
missionpolicestation.org.

The Line Up at
Lovejoy’s Tea Room
on Church Street
rivals any in Noe
Valley.

Jan. 9-Feb. 13: NERT
(Neighborhood Emergency
Response Team) offers a six-week
disaster preparedness class, 6 to
9:30 pm. Holy Innocents Church,
455 Fair Oaks. sf-fire.org/trainingschedule-registration.
Jan. 10: The Noe Valley Library
screens the 2019 FILM Captain
Marvel. 2-4 pm. 451 Jersey. 3555707; sfpl.org.

oddmondays.com.

Jan. 11: LADYBUG GARDENERS
work on the Upper Noe Rec
Center park grounds on second
Saturdays. 9 am-noon. Day &
Sanchez. noevalleyreccenter.com.
Jan. 11: The Noe Valley Library
hosts a PLAY DATE for children
ages 5 and younger. 10 am-noon.
451 Jersey. Reservations required:
355-5707; sfpl.org.
Jan. 11: Seniors from the Castro
Senior Center read an episode of a
RADIO PLAY, “The New Country”.
3-4 pm. Noe Valley Library, 451
Jersey. 355-5707; sfpl.org.

ped_rev_ad_color.pdf
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Photo by Jack Tipple
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Jan. 13: ODD MONDAYS hosts a
reading series featuring Michael
Alenyikov, Nishant Batsha, and
Rebecca Winterer. 6:30-8 pm. Folio
Books, 3957 24th. 821-3477;

Jan. 14: Orin and Manjula Martin
discuss FRUIT TREES for Every
Garden: An Organic Approach to
Growing Apples, Pears, Peaches, Plums,
Citrus, and More. 6:30-7:30 pm.
Omnivore Books, 3885A Cesar
Chavez. 282-4712;
omnivorebooks.com.

Jan. 16: Peter Hertzmann
introduces 50 Ways to COOK A
CARROT. 6:30-7:30 pm. Omnivore
Books, 3885A Cesar Chavez. 2824712; omnivorebooks.com.

4712; omnivorebooks.com.
Jan. 18:The Beneath a Tree Duo
performs a CONCERT at 7:30 pm.
Holy Innocents Church, 455 Fair
Oaks. 824-5142.

Jan. 16: Andy Weinberger reads
and signs his NOVEL An Old Man’s
Game at Folio Books. 6:30 pm.
3957 24th. 821-3477; foliosf.com.

Jan. 14:Al Barna and Randall Ann
Holman discuss “Neon San
Francisco” at the SF HISTORICAL
SOCIETY. 7:30-9 pm. Roosevelt
Middle School, 460 Arguello.
sfhistory.org.

Jan. 17: Lola San Francisco hosts a
POETRY READING, featuring
Patrick Cahill, Stephen Kopel, Jane
Rades, and Nancy Wakeman. 5-7
pm. 1250 Sanchez.
lolasanfrancisco.com.

Jan. 15: The Noe Valley BOOK
DISCUSSION group reads
Asymmetry by Lisa Halliday. 7-8:30
pm. Noe Valley Library, 451 Jersey.
355-5707; sfpl.org.

Jan. 18: The Noe Valley Library
hosts an eReader and ONLINE
RESOURCE “Drop-In” from 10:30
to 11:30 am. 451 Jersey. 355-5707;
sfpl.org.

Jan. 16: Charlie’s Corner offers
Musical Story Time JAM SESSIONS.
4102 24th. 641-1104;
charliescorner.com.

Jan. 18: Pierre Tham discusses The
FONIO Cookbook: An Ancient Grain
Rediscovered. 3-4 pm. Omnivore
Books, 3885A Cesar Chavez. 282-

Jan. 21: Ingleside POLICE
STATION holds a community
meeting on third Tuesdays. 7 pm.
Community Room, 1 Sgt. John V.
Young Lane. Confirm meeting
location at 404-4000;
inglesidepolicestation.com.
Jan. 23: The Noe Valley Library
hosts an introduction to online
resources in “GENEALOGY 101.”
3-4:30 pm. 451 Jersey. 355-5707;
sfpl.org.
Jan. 26: Ray Capiral performs a
free CONCERT from 2 to 6 pm.
Bethany UMC, 1270 Sanchez. 6478393; bethanysf.org.
Jan. 26: A benefit for MUSIC ON
THE HILL includes performances

Jan. 29: The Noe Valley Library
hosts Dr. Matt Springer’s seminar,
“Home Preparedness in
EARTHQUAKE Country.” 7-8:30
pm. 451 Jersey. 355-5707; sfpl.org.
Jan. 30: Mary Ladd reads and signs
her MEMOIR about cancer
treatment, The Wig Diaries. 6:30
pm. Folio Books, 3957 24th. 8213477; foliosf.com.
Jan. 31: The BOOKWORMS Club
(and pizza party) features Jennifer
Camiccia discussing her novel, The
Memory Keeper. 6-7 pm. Folio
Books, 3957 24th. RSVP required:
821-3477, tiny.cc/followorms.
Feb. 1: Jessica Battilana introduces
Repertoire: All the RECIPES You
Need. 3-4 pm. Omnivore Books,
3885A Cesar Chavez. 282-4712;
omnivorebooks.com.

February Fest
The next Noe Valley Voice
Calendar will appear in the
February 2020 issue.The
deadline for items is January
15. Write to
calendar@noevalleyvoice.com
Noe events receive priority.

january

events at
omnivore books
TUES
JAN
14

wed
jan
16

SAT
JAN
18

SAT
FEB
1

Orin & Manjula Martin  Fruit Trees for Every
Garden: An Organic Approach to Growing Apples,
Pears, Peaches, Plums, Citrus, and More  6:30
p.m. FREE  For more than forty years, Orin Martin has taught
thousands of apprentices, students, and home gardeners the art
and craft of growing fruit trees organically. In Fruit Trees for
Every Garden, Orin shares his recommended fruit varieties and
techniques for productive trees, including apple, pear, peach, plum,
apricot, nectarine, sweet cherry, orange, lemon, fig, and more.
Peter Hertzmann  50 Ways to Cook a
Carrots  6:30 p.m. FREE  Peter Hertzmann is a passionate cook, and educator on food cooking, with years of teaching to
his name. His mission is simple - to make as many people as
possible realize that if you can manage 50 ways of cooking one
simple ingredient - the carrot - you can cook almost any dish, and
cook it to perfection. Every method presented in this book is
approachable for both novice cooks and those with many years’
experience.
Pierre Thiam  The Fonio Cookbook: An Ancient
Grain Rediscovered  3:00 p.m. FREE  These 45
foolproof recipes for delicious, nutritious, good-for-the-gut bIn this
landmark cookbook, chef Pierre Thiam, author of Senegal and
Yolele, celebrates fonio, an ancient "miracle grain" of his
childhood that he believes could change the world. Grown for
centuries in Africa, fonio is not only nutritious and gluten-free, but
also as easy to cook as rice and quinoa. The Fonio Cookbook is
full of simple recipes for the home cook, with both traditional
West African dishes such as Fonio Fritters with Sweet Potato and
modern creations like Tamarind Roasted Chicken with Fonio and
Fonio Seafood Paella.
Jessica Battilana  Repertoire: All the Recipes
You Need  3:00 P.M. FREE Here, in one fantastic book, are
about 75 trustworthy, versatile, and above all, delicious recipes that can
stand alone or be mixed-and-matched into extraordinary meals.
"Repertoire is a magical book of insanely delicious keeper recipes you can
trust with your life. Guard it like it's made of gold." --Samin Nosrat, author
of Salt, Fat, Acid, Heat.

omnivore books on food
3885a

cesar chavez street (at church st.) · san francisco, ca
phone: 415.282.4712 · omnivorebooks.com
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Noe Valley: Past & Present Trivia Bingo
Answers to quiz on page 13
Top Row Left to Right:
* Alcalde (roughly equivalent to Mayor) of Yerba Buena (the town that became
San Francisco in 1847)
* Bell Market (later owned by Cala)
* 1976 was the last year with significant snow accumulation that remained on
the ground overnight
* In the floor of Mission Dolores
* The Noe Theatre
2nd Row Left to Right:
* Park Street
* Plate’s Bakery
* Surf Super (which contained Reno’s Meat Market within it)
* Ruth Asawa (1926-2013)
* Finnegan’s Wake, The Rat and Raven, and The Coyote Club were three
previous names
3rd Row Left to Right:
* The Pioneer was built by J.A. Meyer at 4181 24th Street in 1896
* Bud’s Ice Cream
* Free Space
* St. Paul’s (The movie was Sister Act)
* Herb’s Fine Foods
4th Row Left to Right:
* 22nd Street between Vicksburg and Church (also identified as the 3600 Block)
* The 11 Hoffman
* Elizabeth Street
* The Noe Valley School
* The Gray Brothers Quarry (Owner George Gray was murdered here by Joseph
LoCoco)
5th (Bottom) Row Left to Right:
* It was originally a Cable Car Barn (1888-1941), and later housed Safeway and
Little Bell Market
* 23rd Street
* Mitchell’s Diary
* The Palmer Theatre
* Tuggy’s Hardware

Up and Down the Neighborhood, pride is reflected as in this building at 21st Street and
Dolores.
Photo by Jack Tipple

– Bill Yenne

Become a Friend of the Noe Valley Voice
Help the Voice Continue to Serve our Community

❊
“... the Voice is the best neighborhood newspaper in the city, if not the state, if not the country.”
Kristin Anundsen, Noe Valley Resident

For over 40 years, the Noe Valley Voice has told the stories of many of the people, merchants, and animals who
make this neighborhood one of the most sought after places in San Francisco to live, work, and shop. During
that time, the Voice has become known as the best community resource of its kind.
Local businesses, institutions, and individuals who have purchased advertising space help us pay production
costs and most of our contributing writers, artists, and photographers. We offer our heartfelt thanks to them.
But the past decade has seen a steady decline in our revenue, mostly due to competition from internet
advertising options. It’s becoming ever more difficult to produce the paper.
If you appreciate what we do and are able to help financially, please send a contribution check or money order
(payable to the Noe Valley Voice) to:
Friends of the Noe Valley Voice, PO Box 460249, San Francisco, CA 94146

Questions? Email editor@noevalleyvoice.com

Thank you! Jack Tipple and Sally Smith, Editors and Co-Publishers
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Action SF, the National Movement in
Your Neighborhood
www.facebook.com/actionsfsolidarity
Email: actionsfsolidarity@gmail.com
http://www.resistrypac.org
Meetings: First Sunday, 1-2:30 p.m., Edward
Jones, 4190 24th at Diamond. No meeting
in January. All are welcome.
Al-Anon Noe Valley
Contact: 834-9940
Website: www.al-anonsf.org
Meetings: Wednesdays, 7:30-9 p.m.
St. Philip Church, 725 Diamond St. (park on
Elizabeth Street side; enter on 24th Street
through parking lot)
Castro/Eureka Valley Neighborhood
Association
Website: www.evna.org
Address: P.O. Box 14137, SF, CA 94114
Meetings: See website calendar. Castro
Meeting Room, 501 Castro St., 7 p.m.
Diamond Heights Community
Association
Contact: Betsy Eddy, 867-5774
Address: P.O. Box 31529, SF, CA 94131
Website: www.dhcasf.org
Meetings: Second Thursday, 7 p.m. Call for
location.
Dolores Heights Improvement Club
Email: info@doloresheights.org
Website: www.doloresheights.org
Meetings: Third Thursday of every second
month. Bank of America, 18th and Castro.
Duncan Newburg Association (DNA)
Contacts: Deanna Mooney, 821-4045;
Diane McCarney, 824-0303; or Sally Chew,
821-6235
Address: 560 Duncan St., SF, CA 94131
Meetings: Call for details.
Fair Oaks Neighbors
Email: hello@fairoaksneighbors.org
Address: 200 Fair Oaks St., SF, CA 94110
Street fair is the day before Mother’s Day.
Fairmount Heights Association
Contact: Kathy Keller, 912-9365
Email: Kathy.Keller44@gmail.com
http://fairmount-heights.org
Meetings: Monthly social mixer and
discussion, 350 Amber Drive
Friends of Billy Goat Hill
Contact: Lisa and Mo Ghotbi, 821-0122
Website: www.billygoathill.net

MORE G ROUPS TO JO IN
Friends of Dolores Park Playground
Contact: Nancy Gonzalez Madynski,
828-5772
Email: friendsofdolorespark@gmail.com
Website: www.friendsofdolorespark.org
Meetings: See website.

Merchants of Upper Market and
Castro
Contact: 835-8720
Email: info@castromerchants.com
Address: 584 Castro St. #333, SF, CA 94114
Meetings: Call for details.

Friends of Glen Canyon Park
Contact: Jean Conner, 584-8576
Address: 140 Turquoise Way, SF, CA 94131
Plant restoration work parties, Wednesday
mornings and third Saturday of the month.

Noe Neighborhood Council
Contact: Ozzie Rohm or Matt McCabe,
Co-founders
Email: info@noeneighborhoodcouncil.com
Website:www.noeneighborhoodcouncil.com
Meetings: Quarterly at Sally Brunn Library,
451 Jersey St., with date publicized on
website and Nextdoor.com.

Friends of Noe Courts Playground
Contact: Laura Norman
Email: lauranor@yahoo.com
Address: P.O. Box 460953, SF, CA 94146
Meetings: Email for dates and times.

Noe Valley Association–24th Street
Community Benefit District
Contact: Debra Niemann, 519-0093
Dispatch: To report spills, debris, or garbage
on 24th Street, call Ron Vanini, 596-7089.
Email: info@noevalleyassociation.org.
Website: www.noevalleyassociation.org
Board meetings: Quarterly. See website.

Friends of Noe Valley (FNV)
Contact: Todd David, 401-0625
Email: info@friendsofnoevalley.com
Website: www.friendsofnoevalley.com
Meetings: Two or three annually. Meeting
Dec. 4, 7 p.m., Umpqua Bank, 3938 24th St.

Noe Valley Democratic Club
Contact: Hunter Stern, 282-9042;
hls5@ibew1245.com
Website: noevalleydems.com
Meetings: Fourth Tuesdays, Noe Valley
Ministry, 1021 Sanchez St., 6:30 p.m.

Friends of the Noe Valley Recreation
Center (Upper Noe Rec Center)
Contact: Chris Faust
Email: info@noevalleyreccenter.com
Website: www.noevalleyreccenter.com
Meetings: Email or check website.

Noe Valley Farmers Market
Open Saturdays, 8 a.m. to 1 p.m., and
Tuesdays, 3 to 7 p.m.; 3861 24th St. between
Vicksburg and Sanchez.
Contact: Leslie Crawford, 248-1332
Email: info@noevalleyfarmersmarket.com

Friends of Upper Noe Dog Owners
Group (FUNDOG)
Contacts: Chris Faust, David Emanuel
Email: info@fundogsf.org
Website: www.fundogsf.org
Glen Park Association
Contact: info@glenparkassociation.org
Website: glenparkassociation.org
Address: P.O. Box 31292, SF, CA 94131

Noe Valley Merchants and
Professionals Association (NVMPA)
Contact: Rachel Swann, 225-7743
Meetings: Last Thursdays, Old Republic,
4045A 24th St., 9 a.m. Call to confirm.
Website: www.NoeValleyMerchants.com

Juri Commoners
Contact: Dave Schweisguth, MI7-6290
Email: dave@schweisguth.org
Website: www.meetup.com/JuriCommoners
Meetings: Most last Saturdays, 9-noon.

Noe Valley Parent Network
An e-mail resource network for parents
Contact: Mina Kenvin
Email: minaken@gmail.com

Liberty Hill Neighborhood Association
Contact: Dr. Lisa Fromer, president
Email: efromer3@gmail.com
Meetings: Quarterly. Email for details.
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Noe Valley Parents, San Francisco
Listserv contact: noevalleyparentowner@yahoogroups.com. Subscribe:
noevalleyparentsubscribe@yahoogroups.com
Progress Noe Valley
Facebook: facebook.com/ProgressNoeValley
Email: progressnoe@gmail.com
Website: progressnoe.com
Meetings: Check Facebook page for current
meeting and event schedule.
Resilient Noe Valley Initiative
Co-sponsor: Neighborhood Empowerment
Network (NEN). Host: David Brown, Pastor,
Noe Valley Ministry, sfrevdab@gmail.com,
Noe Valley Ministry, 1021 Sanchez St.
Details: 282-2317.
San Francisco NERT (Neighborhood
Emergency Response Team)
Contact: Noe Valley NERT Neighborhood
Team co-coordinators Maxine Fasulis,
mfasulis@yahoo.com; Carole Roberts,
carole_roberts@faludi.com
Website: http://www.sffire.org/index.aspx?page=879
Meetings: See website for upcoming SF
NERT training in Noe Valley in early 2020.
San Jose/Guerrero Coalition to Save
Our Streets
Contact: Don Oshiro, 285-8188
Email: contact@sanjoseguerrero.com
Website: www.sanjoseguerrero.com
Meetings: See website.
Stand Up San Francisco
Contacts: Laura Shapiro, Phyllis Ball,
Paul Silverman
Email: info@standupsf.net
Website: www.standupsf.net
Meetings: At offices of members of
Congress, weekly.
Upper Noe Valley Merchants
Email:
Merchants@UpperNoeNeighbors.com
Upper Noe Neighbors
Contact: Olga Milan-Howells, 756-4455
Email: President@UpperNoeNeighbors.com
Meetings: Bi-monthly on third Wednesday.
Upper Noe Recreation Center, 295 Day St.
Call to confirm.
All phone numbers are in the 415 area code.

Health Aid

Kombucha
16 oz -reg 4.89

$3.99
Near East

Rice Mixes

5-10 oz -reg 2.89-3.29

2/$5
Hummus Guy

Nona Lim

Hummus

Fresh Soups

8 oz -reg 4.89

10 oz -reg 5.29

$3.69

$4.49

Clover

Yogurt

Annie Chun’s

.99¢

5.3-6 oz -reg 4.29

Store Hours:

Free Parking
Across the Street
In our Very Own
Parking Lot !

Dried Fruit
Ope
n
New
Year $5.49
s Da
y
3-6 oz -reg 6.29-6.49

Noddle Bowls

6 oz -reg 1.29

Sale Prices effective
Jabuary 1 - 19, 2020

Made in Nature

$3.49

7:00 am - 9:30 pm
Every Day!

We Accept:
ATM Cards
Discover Cards
MasterCard & Visa
Elec. Food Stamps & EBT

448 Cortland Avenue • Bernal Heights • San Francisco • 94110
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